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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher presents the background of the research, 

statements of the problem, purpose of the research, significance of the research, 

limitation of the research, and operational definitions. 

1.1  Background of the research  

Perception is the organization, identification, and interpretation to represent 

and understand the presented information, or the environment, Schacter & Daniel 

(2015: 5). According to the definition, it means that the teachers’ perception giving 

an opinion, assumption to represent and understanding the item or the object in 

around, especially teaching vocabulary. “Sometimes it is difficult to determine the 

words that students related to vocabularies such as; meaning, spoken, written form, 

collocation, connotations, grammatical, behavior” (Linse, 2005;121). As a reason 

vocabulary mastery has much impact on students when they use four language 

skills; speaking, listening, reading, and writing. 

Besides, according to Nation as cited Maria (2018), that mentions some 

basic media that can be used by the teacher in explaining new word: (1) by 

demonstration or picture (using an object, using a cut-out figure, using gesture, 

performing and action, photographs, drawings or diagrams), (2) by a verbal 

explanation (analytical definition, putting the new words in defining context, and 

translating into another language). It can be assumed that in teaching vocabulary 

the teacher can use media to explain the new words and the teacher must be 

considered about pronunciation and spelling of the word in teaching vocabulary. 

The English teacher can use media in teaching vocabulary, the media called 

real object. Real objects are a collection of several media that make the students 

easier to memorize some vocabulary. The real object can be the solution in teaching 

vocabulary because based the theory Piaget, children’s around 12 years old or 

concrete operational was reduced in his ability to conserve to be goods, but without 

physical objects, they will difficulty in completing the logic task. According to the 

theory, junior high schools students are more interested in media than listening 

explanation of their teacher.  
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The researcher found that the English teacher in SMP 1 Kaliwungu Kudus 

used media in the classroom to explain materials. The media used are movie, PPT, 

real object and etc. The English teacher used media allows attractive media which 

is easy and simple that can help the teacher in teaching vocabulary activities and 

can be an interesting strategy point for the teacher in vocabulary teaching activities.  

Soames (2010) states that using real objects or realia helps to make English 

lessons memorable by creating a link between the objects and the words or phrases 

they present. In other addition, it can expose the students to the real object that is 

visible in real life and it is clearly shown in the varied experiences that drive them 

to use their sense especially the sense of sight, Abucay (2011).  The real object is 

attractive media which is easy and simple and can be used by the teacher to teach 

the young learners. The real object can make students more with fun and can raise 

creation activities that can be taught while making or learn the visual certainly 

students are more likely to feel interested and incepted in the lesson and take better 

care of the materials. Some can use objects, toys, stuffed animals, wardrobe, or any 

other that catches students’ attention. 

So, the researcher is interested in conducting a study entitled “English 

Teachers’ perceptions Toward Teaching Vocabulary Using real Object in SMP 1 

Kaliwungu Kudus”. 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study, the statement problem that should be 

covered to get the recent issues in teaching vocabulary, especially for junior high 

school, is formulated as follows: “How are the teachers’ perceptions toward 

teaching vocabulary using the real object in SMP 1 kaliwungu Kudus”. 

1.3  Objectives of the Research 

Based on the statement problem, the researcher wants to know the English 

teachers' perceptions toward teaching vocabulary using the real object in SMP 1 

kaliwungu Kudus. 
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1.4  Significance of the Research 

From this study, the researcher hopes that it will have some benefit for the 

reader, especially for the teacher, students, and reader. 

1. For Teacher 

This researcher hopes that the result will give more information about the real 

object that can be used in the teaching vocabulary. 

2. For readers 

This research will help the reader to get more knowledge and information about 

the English teacher’s perception towards teaching vocabulary using the real object. 

1.5  Limitation of the Research 

Based on the stated problem above, this research focuses on the English 

teacher’s perceptions toward teaching vocabulary using the real object in SMP 1 

Kaliwungu Kudus. 

1.6  Operational Definition 

1. Teachers’ perceptions  

English Teachers’ perceptions in SMP 1 Kaliwungu Kudus is give the 

assumption, opinion about media used in teaching vocabulary especially 

perceptions used real object media in teaching vocabulary activity.  

2. Teaching Vocabulary  

Teaching vocabulary is a process to make students understand the meaning of 

the word by word in the different language and how to use it in the appropriate 

context by using some strategies, or kind of media. Not only can appropriate in the 

context but also use it as an inappropriate sentence.  

3. Real Object 

The real object is one of media teaching and learning used in SMP 1 Kaliwungu 

Kudus at class by using some objects in class such as stuffed animals, toys, 

wardrobe, or any other that catch students easier to memorize.  

 


