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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter present background of the research, statement of the problem, 

objective of the research, significant of the research, scope of the research and 

operational definition. 

1.1 Background of the Research  

The technological advance has had such a great impact on the field of 

education especially in learning English as foreign language. Innovations and 

technologies are really needed in learning process. Internet can be used for 

many purposes including educational purposes. One of many innovations and 

technologies that has influenced in learning process is social media. According 

to Kaplan and Haenlein (2010) social media is a group of internet based 

application that build on the ideological and technological foundation of web 

2,0 and that allow the users created and exchange generated content. Recent 

year social media is used as an educational media to learn English. Learning 

foreign language like English is really needs media as a tool to learn that 

accessible in other situation and condition. In learning English a learner 

should understand about memorize new vocabulary, grammar, and practice 

how to pronounce the word correctly. Vocabulary is the foundation in 

language learning. Vocabulary is an English component that should be 

mastered by English language learners.  

The fifth semester students of English Education Department are in the 

middle of the semester, they have passing several process of learning in Muria 

Kudus University. They are expected have rich vocabulary, but there are still 

some students who did not know how to use the right words in the right 

context. Students need media to improve their vocabulary mastery. The fifth 

semester students are also social media users. Students tend to use social 

media in daily activities and learning activities. There are some social media 

that they usually use such as Facebook, YouTube, Instagram and WhatsApp. 

Students usually use those social media to communicate with their friends, to 
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get information, to share their assignments, and also to learn and practice their 

English skills. Paul (2013) indicated that technology is clearly having some 

impact on the English language and the words the learners use. Some of 

students have rich vocabulary than the other student because they know the 

words and sentences are from social media.  

One of popular social media among young people is Instagram. Based on 

NapoleonCat diagram (2020), 36, 9% users are aged from 18 to 24 years old 

which means dominated by University students. Students can take an 

opportunity to use Instagram as media to improve their English vocabulary.  

Kirst (2016) stated that Instagram can be a great educational tool that makes 

the educational process interesting and insightful. Since there are lots of 

English learning account on Instagram students can learn English vocabulary 

everywhere and anywhere.  

One of the famous English learning accounts in Instagram is @gurukumrd. 

@gurukumrd is English instagram account that created by Dennis Perez. 

@gurukumrd has 1, 4 M followers in Instagram and most of his followers are 

students. His content shares videos that explain about vocabulary include how 

to pronounce, correct grammar, slangs, common mistakes, and some tips to 

improve English speaking skill with an interesting and entertaining way. The 

writer interested in doing this research because the fifth semester students are 

Instagram users and 40% of them are @gurukumrd following. Student can use 

his account to increase students’ vocabulary mastery and learn how and when 

vocabulary is used correctly.   

Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in do a research 

entitled “The Students’ Perception toward @gurukumrd Instagram 

Account to Learn English Vocabulary of Fifth Semester in English 

Education Department at Muria Kudus University”.  
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1.2 Statement of the Problem  

Based on the background of the research above, the problem of the 

research can be formulated as follows: 

1. What are students’ perceptions toward @gurukumrd Instagram account to 

learn English vocabulary?  

2. How are students’ perceptions on @gurukumrd in terms of advantages and 

disadvantages of learning English vocabulary through Instagram?  

1.3 Objective of the Research  

Related to the statement of the problems above the writer determined the 

objective of the research as:  

1. To know the students’ perceptions toward @gurukumrd Instagram account 

to learn English vocabulary. 

2. To find out how students’ perception on @gurukumrd in terms of 

advantages and disadvantages of learning English vocabulary through 

Instagram. 

1.4 Significance of the Research 

The results of this research are expected to be beneficial for the following 

people: 

1. The Researcher  

The researcher is expected to give information and references for others 

researchers and can modify, revise and improve the research to be better 

one.  

2. The Students  

This research hopefully gives the benefits for the students’ to using 

Instagram as a new media to learning English vocabulary.  

 

1.5 Scope of the Research  

This research focuses on students’ perception toward @gurukumrd 

Instagram account to learn English vocabulary. In this research, the writer will 
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investigate Instagram as media for students in learning English vocabulary. 

The subject of this research is the fifth semester of English Education 

Department at Muria Kudus University in Academic Year 2020/2021 and the 

writer will take 27 students.    

1.6 Operational Definition  

Based on title of the research, the research clarifies the operational 

definition of each terminology as follows:  

1. Vocabulary is all the words of a language or the words used by a particular 

person.  

2. Students’ perception is what students’ opinion on English learning account 

on Instagram to learning English vocabulary.  

3. Instagram is an application from social media that allows users to share 

photos and videos and allows the users build up the interaction with other 

users.  

4. @gurukumrd is English learning account that shares videos that explain 

about vocabulary include how to pronouncing, correcting grammar, slangs, 

common mistakes, and some tips to improve English speaking skill.   

5. Fifth semester students of English Education Department who have 

followed @gurukumrd Instagram account.  

 


