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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

These chapters will elaborate some fundamental theories underlying the 

topic of this research, review of the previous research, and theoretical 

framework.  

2.1 Vocabulary  

Vocabulary is foundation for every language learning as well as the 

English language and the basic things in learning languages. Hornby in 

Setiawan (2010) vocabulary refers to the list or set of the words for particular 

language or a list of words that individual speaker of language use. Harris and 

Hodges (2009: 1) also said that vocabulary is a tool to communicate known 

words with others. Vocabulary is central of language teaching and learning, 

according to Burhayani (2013) by mastering vocabulary students will produce 

many sentences easily either in spoken or written, students also can 

communicate fluently and express their opinion or ideas conveniently.  

It can be conclude that vocabulary is the list or set of words that will produces 

the sentences by individual use to communicate and express their opinion and 

ideas. 

Some experts have classified the types of vocabulary. According to 

Harmer (1991) as citied in Al-Qahtani (2015), there are two distinguished 

types of vocabulary. The first type refers to the vocabulary that learners have 

been though and expected to be able use. Then the second one is refers to the 

words that learners will recognize when they meet the words, but they will 

probably not be able to pronounce.  

Nagy, et al, (2005: 2) divides two kinds of vocabulary: 

a. Receptive Vocabulary 

Receptive refers to the words that learners recognize and 

understand, but they cannot produce correctly. This happen when 

learners recognize the words in listening and reading context but 

they didn’t use it in speaking and writing. Learner learning 
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receptive vocabulary when teacher give the meaning of the words, 

using the words in sentence, but teacher only asks them to spell 

and pronounce the word.  

b. Productive Vocabulary  

Productive vocabulary refers to the words that learners 

understand, can pronounce correctly, and use it constructively in 

speaking and writing. Productive vocabulary also called as an 

active process because the learners can produce the words to 

express their though and ideas and which understood by others.  

In the use of language, there are some vocabularies that use in speaking or 

written context. The first is general vocabulary, this vocabulary as the set of 

words useful to everyone who speaks given language. This vocabulary is often 

used in learning and teaching language. The types of words included in 

general vocabulary lists are usually highly functional. This vocabulary is use 

in daily life, not for professional or academics content. Some topics of general 

vocabulary are more general than others. On the one hand, it is useful for any 

language learner to make a basic set of vocabulary words that can be used to 

create sentences for practice and actual use. The general vocabulary can help 

the learners interested and is also easier to remember because it is more 

frequently used. 

Meanwhile the academic vocabulary includes the words that used in 

academic dialogue or texts. Students don’t use academic vocabulary in general 

conversation, but academic vocabulary related to the familiar words that 

students do use. Academic vocabulary helps students understand directions 

and classroom instruction as well as comprehend text across different subject 

areas.  

Learning vocabulary is the one of first step before students learn other 

English language aspects. By having more vocabularies it will give the 

students possibility to skillfully use the language. Thombury (2002) states that 

students who are rich in vocabulary will be successful in expression skill: 

speaking and writing and receptive skill: reading and listening, but one who is 
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lack in vocabulary will get trouble in those skills. It means that vocabulary is 

important in language aspects and one of the keys that can make students 

easier to mastering their four language skills.  With a limited vocabulary 

students cannot fully understand the expression and ideas of themselves and 

others.  

As a foreign language learning English is not easy, students need to know 

the differences between knowing a word and know how to use the word. 

According to Nyikos and Fan (2007) vocabulary needs of learners often 

outstrip learners ability to acquire a large number of new words has stimulated 

research into how vocabulary-learning strategies can assist learners 

vocabulary learning was the process of getting a new word, understanding the 

word, and using the word in the right context. Knowing a words it means 

being able to know the meaning and being able to apply the words correctly. 

Sometimes students recognize the word but cannot produce it in written or 

spoken language.  

2.2 Learning Media  

Media has an important role in teaching and learning process. Media can 

help students to receive the material easily. Robert et al (2002) said that in all 

level education, technology can be applied in formal and informal learning 

across the boundaries of time and location. Students can access the internet 

easily by using their smartphone so they can use it for learning and improve 

their English language skills everywhere and anytime. 

Nowadays, the advance of technology should be utilized properly by all of 

the people especially students. Internet which is as an example of 

technological advances can be utilized for learning English. Students may get 

many English lessons from internet such as grammar, vocabulary, idioms, and 

so on. Internet can be used for many purposes including educational purposes.  

2.3  Social Media  

In this millennial era most people have social media. Social media users 

are dominated by children and teenager. Social media is an online medium 
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that allows its users to easily participate, share and create a work. According 

to Kaplan and Haenlein (2010) social media is a group of internet based 

application that build on the ideological and technological foundation of web 

2,0 and that allow the users created and exchange generated content. 

Furthermore, Ahlqvist (2008) stated that social media refers to the means of 

interaction among people in which they create, share, exchange and comment 

contents among themselves in virtual communities and network. It can be 

defined that social media is the technology that can facilitate the creation and 

sharing of information among the users or communities. People can access 

social media easily by using smartphone. Social media technologies have 

several forms such as blog, network, enterprise social network, video sharing 

and virtual word.  

In this millennial era the use of social media become to be used in all 

fields of life, including education. Venkatesh et al (2003) stated that social 

media not only for communication devices but also can be developed as a very 

effective learning media. Watson (2010) also mention that sometimes 

technology can be creative media for teacher to deliver material to the 

students, but that doesn’t mean that teacher must leave textbooks, because 

technology will be better used as additional media to support teaching 

activities. English learners use their mobile phone in which social media to 

communicate each other and they believe that mobile learning can facilitate 

them to learn anywhere and anytime, Ayuningtyas (2018). Based on the data 

from Statcounter GlobalStats in October 2020 mentions the social media that 

widely used by Indonesian people are Facebook, YouTube, Pinterest, 

Instagram, Twitter and Tumblr. Students can use social media with their 

smartphone because it provides opportunities to EFL students’ to improving 

their English langue skills anytime in any condition.  

Social media may give more benefits. Paul (2013) indicated that 

technology is clearly having some effect on the English language and the 

words the learners use. Some of students have more vocabulary than the other 

student because they know the words and sentences are from social media. 
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Erzad & Suciati (2018) the use of social media also has some negative effect 

because of its free, unfiltered, and can cause abuse. Social media also gives 

some impact on student mental and health. Cotten (2008) social media can 

affect student health such as increased sleeping problems, depression, stress, 

health conditions, illness and decrease in self-esteem. Therefore it is necessary 

for students to use social media wisely and take more advantages from it.  

Students who want to learn English and improve their English language 

skills more, they can use social media because they can find more examples of 

English language both in written and spoken, students can find some English 

words and sentences in social media so they can use the words or sentences 

when they speak with their friends, improve students’ abilities to learn and 

work independently, analyze language form, thing meaningfully and critically 

as well as solving communication problems.  

One of popular social media among young people is Instagram. Based on 

NapoleonCat diagram (2020), in Indonesia there are about 79 million 

Instagram users, and 29 million or 36, 9% of them are aged from 18 to 24 

years old which means dominated by students . The utilization of visual and 

audio display through photos or videos in Instagram can be used as alternative 

tool to make students to be more interested in learning English because 

students can learn in an entertaining and spontaneous way. 

2.4 Instagram  

Instagram is social media platform it was created by Kevin Systrom and 

Mike Krieger, and launched in October 6
th

 2010 as a free mobile app. 

Instagram is an online mobile application for posting photos and videos, 

commenting other posts, sending massage, sharing some activities through 

Instagram stories, and Instagram live.  
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In Indonesia, Instagram has become one of the popular social media 

applications among students. According to the data from Statcounter by Oct 

2017 – Oct 2020 Instagram is in 5
th

 place which 5, 47% Indonesian people 

using Instagram for the last three years. Instagram can be used for language 

learning, especially English. Students can get knowledge about the new issues 

which happen outside the classroom. Instagram can become an appropriate 

medium for English learning process Handayani, (2015). Kirst (2016) also 

stated that Instagram can be a great educational tool that makes the 

educational process interesting and insightful. So users can learn and 

entertaining in spontaneous way. Now Instagram has a lot of content creators 

with various educational contents that share about English vocabulary. 

According to Schmitt (2000) one of the strategies that can be used to 

determine the word is asking the native speaker, teacher, and classmate. One 

of the popular English learning Instagram accounts among students is 

@gurukumrd account. He is the native speaker from Los Angeles. His 

capability is makes learning English become fun and entertaining. The 

advantage of the English content creator is the ability to speak Bahasa 

Indonesia and capability to relate English vocabulary or terms to be translated 

into Bahasa Indonesia. Students can use his account as one of media to 

improve their vocabulary mastery.  
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2.5 @gurukumrd Instagram Account 

@gurukumrd is English learning account in Instagram that was created by 

Dannis Perez, he is an English teacher who was born in Los Angeles, USA. 

He was an actor before transformed to be an English teacher. Pursuing an 

actor in America after several years, he wanted to travel the world and decided 

teaching a number of students in America. Then he had opportunity to teach in 

Jakarta and live in Indonesia until now. Dannis was very interested in learning 

language. In 2016 he wanted to teach English out of the box, exciting, and not 

boring way. Then in 21
st
 July 2016 he decided to create @gurukumrd 

instagram account. His professional experience are teaches in English today 

specialization in teaching business English, Politeknik Padjajaran as English 

teacher, acting teacher and Spanish teacher and also Perez & Associates in Los 

Angeles. By August 2020, @gurukumrd has had 1, 4M followers, 1, 426 

following, and has posted 968 post. Here are some video captures of 

@gurukumrd contents.  
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@gurukumrd shares videos that explain about vocabulary include how to 

pronouncing, correcting grammar, slangs, common mistakes, and some tips to 

improve English speaking skill. He explains the material with a unique 

expression and fun that makes his follower or learner felt easier to understand 

to practicing the correct word. Dannis also shares the material in other social 

media, such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. Dennis regularly interact and 

answering his follower in comments or respond follower questions in 

instagram feed. 

2.6 Perception  

Perception is the way of someone understanding or interpreting on 

something. In oxford dictionary perception is the way of seeing or 

understanding something. Matsumono (2000) defines that perception is the 

process gathering information about the world through our senses. Robbins in 

Azkiya (2019: 9) also describes that perception as the impression obtained by 

the individual through the five senses and then analyzed (organized), 

interpreted and then evaluated, so the individual gets a meaning. Perception is 

how people respond through their five senses. So each student’s has their own 

perception based on what they see, hear, and feel on something. Another 

interpretation about perception states by Davidov and Rogers in Walgito 

(2004) perception can be interpret because of feelings, knowledge, and 

individual experiences so each person doesn’t have same feelings, knowledge, 

and experience in the same time, or he argue that perception is individually.    

From the statements above it can be conclude that perception is occur 

because of human five senses and not of each person has same feeling, 

knowledge, and experience at the same time and in the way of students 

understand or interpret or reaction about something. 

There are two factors that can influence perception according to Toha in 

Wahyu (2016: 10). 
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1. Internal 

This factor that appear in every individual its self like feelings, attitudes, 

character, prejudice, hope, attention, learning process, physical condition, 

physiologic condition, needs, and motivation.  

2. External 

This factor contains factor that appear from outside of the individual like 

family background, information, knowledge, social needs, or new 

experience.  

2.7 The Fifth Semester Students of English Education Department in Muria 

Kudus University  

The fifth semester students are students who are expected having rich 

vocabularies. But there are some students are still confused in choosing the 

appropriate meaning of the words and confused in using the words based on 

the context, and also still confuse when they found words or expression that 

were idiomatic. This often happened when students read a book or information 

in English students actually didn’t fully understand the context because there 

are some vocabularies that they have known before. Vocabulary is one of the 

problems confronted for English language learners. The learners cannot 

communicate clearly, because students cannot express and explain their ideas 

orally, sometimes this happened when students did presentation or when they 

speaks to lecturer, or when they cannot understand and comprehend when 

people speaks. They also get difficult when trying to write their expression or 

ideas in written language. Those things will inhibit students to improve their 

English language skills. It might be impossible to learn a language without 

mastering vocabulary.  A lot of vocabulary will give benefits like the ease of 

spoken and written communication. Students’ needs media to improve their 

vocabulary. One of media that they can use is Instagram.    

In English Education Department of Muria Kudus University, social media 

plays an important role as additional facilities in teaching and learning 

English. Since at the first semester, social media has been used as additional 
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media in teaching and learning activity. Most of students have social media. 

There are many kinds of social media that students of English Education 

Department often use, such as Facebook, YouTube, Instagram and WhatsApp.  

Each social media has respective roles. The first is, for communication 

with lecturer or classmates students use WhatsApp. The second is, to collect 

the assignment students usually upload it through their own account on 

Facebook, YouTube and Instagram. These social media are related to improve 

students speaking skill and writing skill. To make the lecturer easier to find 

students assignments on social media, each student must add a hash tag related 

to the subject, student NIM, or tagging the lecturer account. The third is, 

joining group discussion on Facebook or WhatsApp which related to the 

subject. Students are asked to be part in discussion in order to gain some 

information and knowledge that related to improve student writing and 

reading skill. The last is as learning media, for learning media students prefer 

to use YouTube and Instagram. There are lots of videos content on YouTube 

and Instagram that can improve students listening skill. But students prefer to 

use Instagram because they usually use it in daily life rather than YouTube.  

Instagram is one of social media that students use for learning. Students 

open Instagram even while teaching and learning activity. They usually use 

Instagram to stay connect with their friends, to entertain themselves and also 

for uploading their homework by written the caption and photos that related to 

the assignment. Students also can use Instagram to learn and improve their 

English vocabulary mastery. The reason students used Instagram as learning 

media is there are lot of foreigner account and English learning account, 

through those accounts students can learn new vocabulary and how to 

pronounce the word correctly. @gurukumrd is one of English learning account 

that most of fifth students follow on Instagram. The writer hopes @gurukumrd 

can be one of media that students can use for improving their vocabulary 

mastery.  So students can learn independently, if the English vocabulary has 

been increased, it will be very useful for students to improve their 
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performance both in academics as well as their knowledge in the non-

academics. 

2.8 Review of Previous Research  

The concern of this research is to find out how students’ perceptions on 

@gurukumrd Instagram account to learning English vocabulary. There are 

three researchers who have investigated the similar problem related to learning 

English vocabulary through Instagram.  

The first is the journal by Kamal (2018) entitled “Learning English 

Vocabulary through Instagram”. His journal focused on gaining students 

vocabulary mastery and students interest in learning English vocabulary 

through two Instagram English learning accounts. It used mix method with 48 

participants. The result shows that the students’ of SMA Nasional Maros 

interest was in high and students’ vocabulary mastery shows significant 

improvement. There are four factor that influence students interest namely 

simplicity, accessibility, feeling of happiness, and students vocabulary 

achievement. 

The second is a thesis by Ramdhany (2017) entitled “The Students’ 

Interest in Learning Vocabulary through Instagram at Fourth Semester of 

English and Literature Department of UIN Alauddin Makassar”. Her thesis 

discussed about the students’ interest in learning vocabulary through 

Instagram. It used descriptive quantitative method with 85 participants. The 

result show that the students’ of English and Literature Department of UIN 

Alauddin Makassar interest was in high level the students was engaged, care 

and had positive feeling in learning vocabulary through Instagram.  

Thirdly is a thesis by Azkiya (2019) entitled “Students’ Perception 

towards The Impact of English Learning Accounts on Instagram on Students’ 

Vocabulary”. Her thesis focused to investigate students’ perception toward 

Instagram as the media for English language learning and students’ experience 

in learning vocabulary through Instagram. It used qualitative method with 5 

participants. The results show that the existence of English learning account in 
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learning vocabulary helped students learning in a good way because students 

can easily access, supported interesting content, and also provide 

pronunciation video. Their favorite accounts are Bahaso.com and 

@gurukumrd. Learning vocabulary through Instagram gives them some 

benefits such as good for communication, information resources, easy to 

access everywhere and anytime, business, and supporting learning process. 

The studies above have differences and the similarity of the research. The 

similarity of the research was focused on Instagram as media for students to 

learning English vocabulary, which have different result each other. And the 

differences between those studies were the focused on students’ interest and 

students perceptions. Therefore, the writer is motivated to continue the 

research from Azkiya (2019) and to find out how students’ perceptions on 

@gurukumrd Instagram account to learning English vocabulary.  

2.9 Theoretical Framework  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Learning vocabulary 

through English learning 

account on Instagram 

Azkiya (2019) 

Benefit and Advantages 

1. Supported learning process  

2. Supported interesting content 

3. Present learning media in a 

good way 

4. Equipped pronunciation video 

5. Easy to access  

6. Learning resources  

Disadvantages 

1. Wasting time  

2. Internet quota consuming 

3. Distract focus  
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Instagram can be appropriate media for students to improve their 

vocabulary mastery. Most of students recognize the words rather than understand 

and produce the words or using the words correctly both in written and spoken 

language. Through the existence of English learning accounts in Instagram 

students can takes some benefits and advantages to learn vocabulary more 

practical. However learning through Instagram also gives some negative and 

disadvantages if they can use it wisely. Students can learn vocabulary from native 

speaker in Instagram that now has content creators, one of English learning 

account is @gurukumrd account that shares about English material including 

vocabulary, so students can learn practically anywhere and anytime.  


