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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher discusses the background of the research, 

statement of the problem, objective of the research, significance of the research, 

scope of the research, and operational definition. 

1.1. Background of the Research 

Research into English for Specific Purposes ( ESP) has addressed its role in 

language and teaching English to respond to learners needs of professional and 

vocational purposes over three decades (e.g., Hui, 2007; Pham, 2013; Ramirez, 

2015). According to Baugh and Cable (2002:9), Culture determines the 

international status using English because this language is most widely used for 

work and business throughout the world. In the faculty of education, specifically 

English education, language is very important and must always be used in 

teaching and learning activities in the classroom. 

Based on Teacher Training and Education Faculty Universitas Muria Kudus, 

accreditation SK No. 002/BAN-PT/ Ak-II/XII/1998on December 22,1998, re-

accreditation SK No.22/BAN-PT/Ak-X/S1/IX/2007 on September 14,2007; in 

2013 get SK from BAN-PT with No. 151/SK/BAN-PT/Ak-XVI/S/VI/2013 on 

June 29,2013. One of them is English Education, students who majored in being 

educated and becoming a professional teacher. Not only being a teacher but also 

several professions such as tour guides, writers, linguists, and many more. 

Based on the syllabus of English Education Department of Muria Kudus 

University in academic year 2019/2020, ESP as a course at Muria Kudus 

University consists of several programs including writing letters, telephoning, 

public speaking in business communication in hotels, describing tourism resorts in 

Indonesia, promoting a tourist destination, guiding tours. All ESP programs above 

are accepted by students. In March 2020 the COVID-19 pandemic came to 

Indonesia, so all the programs that the researcher described above were replaced 

by coated programs: professional etiquette, making COVID-19 prevention 

posters, questionnaires about work, with study at home with an online system. 

Moreover, every lecturer has a different way in the class, has its characteristics 
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and attitudes. According to (Frend, 2000) states, the material provided to students 

is more focused on how these students become professional teachers. 

But, nowadays EED students not only become to be a teacher but also can get 

another job. Therefore, in eight semesters given ESP (English for Specific 

Purpose) course to support future career. Sujana (2005) states that “ESP courses 

aim to equip the learners with a certain English proficiency level for a situation 

where the language is going to be used i.e., target needs. For example, if the 

students of EED want to be a trainer, translator, tour guide, and so on, ESP 

material can be support the profession. In ESP course students have already gotten 

material tricks to get the job with a simulation interview conducted in the course 

which contains how to introduce yourself, it is about you have the experience, 

how much salary do you want, your weaknesses and strengths, after you graduate 

you want to be and so on. 

For students outside the department in English, the ESP approach is a popular 

choice. According to Richard & Rodger (2001, p.107) saw ESP as a movement 

that seeks to serve the language needs of learners who need English and order to 

carry out specific roles ( e.g. engineer, nurse) and who need to acquire content and 

real-world skills through the medium of it rather than master the language for its 

shake. And also according to Mc-Donough, (1999: 105) “a large number of 

separate activities defined according to a subject or a profession of the job”, it 

means that lead learners to study English in that very same context profession or 

job. Kartono (2012) claims that in Indonesia learning English is facing a similar 

application. This approach is also in line with government policy education that 

emphasizes the purpose of learning English namely to improve the ability of 

students to use English, especially for academic and career needs professionals. 

So, learning ESP can experience and enable students to understand authentic 

material topics according to their majors effectively. That is why it is important to 

analyze the students perception as they are ones who experience when learning 

ESP courses in Muria Kudus University. Based on the rationale above the 

researcher  explored the students perception ESP course of the English Education 

Department at Muria Kudus University on ESP course. The researcher only 
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focuses on eight semesters of English Education Department in Muria Kudus 

University.  

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background, the statement of the problem can be formulated as 

“ How is the perception of students on English for Specific Purposes Course in 

English Education Department Muria Kudus University?” 

 

1.3 Objective of the Research 

Based on the statement of the problem, the researcher finds the objective of 

the research to find out the perception of students on English for Specific 

Purposes Course in English Education Department Muria Kudus University. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Research 

The researcher expects the research will be useful for the people as follow: 

Theoretically: This research will give information and it is hoped that this 

research can be used as one of the references by the future researcher. 

Practically: The researcher hopes that this research can give suggestions and 

motivation for the lecturer who is lecturing this course and students English 

Education Department in the eighth semester who have joined this course so that 

learning activities more effective. 

 

1.5 Scope of the Research 

The scope of the research is the researcher focuses on EED students 

perception at Muria Kudus University on the ESP course. ESP is one of the 

courses taught to support students careers in the future. Not only working as a 

teacher who is indeed EED College will become a teacher, but also if the students 

want to pursue a profession outside of the teacher. The researcher investigated 

Muria Kudus University. The subject of the research is 30 students the English 

Education Department students who have to join ESP class in the eighth semester. 
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1.6 Operational Definition 

Based on the title of the research, about the perception of the EED students at 

Muria Kudus  University on ESP course, there is some definition that can be 

clarified: 

1. Students perception means students opinions based on the new experience 

when join the ESP course in Muria Kudus University and benefit for their 

future career after graduating. 

2. ESP is a course that students learn about various objectives of English in all 

scopes.  


