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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher discusses the background of the research, 

statement of the problem, the objective of the research, the significance of the 

research, scope of the research, and operational definition of the research. 

 

1.1 Background of the Research 

Writing in English is a productive skill that students must have. Teaching 

and learning writing in English can help the students create an academic papers, 

such as essay writing, research reports, research journals, academic books, etc. 

According to Hyland (2009), writing is one of language skills that as process of 

expressing ideas, feeling and arguments in the form of words in sentences. It 

means that writing is as communication tools to share information, ideas, or 

expression in written form. 

Students of the English Education Department in Muria Kudus 

University take a writing course for each semester. Such as Paragraph writing, 

Essay writing, Genre-based writing, and Academic writing. In the last semester or 

eight-semester, they have to write a thesis as the bachelor’s degree requirement.  

According to Smith (2016), a thesis is a planned approach to 

experimental work. It is the process how the researcher design and conduct the 

experiments. Rahyono (2010) adds that the thesis is a written research report 

conducted by students under the guidance of advisors to be defended before the 

thesis examiners and obtain a bachelor’s degree.  

Before writing a thesis, the student-researcher should write a research 

proposal or thesis proposal. According to Sugiyono (2012), the research proposal 

is a guide containing some steps that will be done by a researcher to conduct his 

or her research. It means a proposal contains a research plan that will be 

conducted by a researcher. A research proposal usually has some basic elements, 

such as Background of Study, Research Questions, Objective of the Study, 
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Significance of the Study, Scope and Limitation, Definition of Key Terms, 

Review of Related Literature, Previous Studies, Research Methodology, and List 

of References. To create a good research proposal, the students have to know what 

they are passionate about and the research proposal’s procedure.  

Nevertheless, in reality, some students still have problems in research 

proposal writing as Yusuf (2013:59) in his research entitled “Students’ Problems 

in Writing Research Proposal: A Case Study of the Fifth Semester Students of 

English Education Department,” showed that the students faced problems when 

they wrote each part of the research proposal; Introduction, Review Literature, 

and Methodology. They are still confused to understand each part of the research 

proposal. Therefore, they need the correction or feedback on their writing from 

their lecturer who is being the advisor of the research, to overcome students’ 

problems in research proposal writing. 

Based on the researcher’s study experience during joining writing 

courses and asked some EED students in Muria Kudus University who are going 

to do the research. Almost all of them still have barriers in writing, particularly 

writing of a research proposal. Such as expressing ideas, the difficulties in 

compiling each part of the research proposal, the use of vocabulary, and grammar. 

So, they need activities or feedback from the advisor of the research, which 

attracts them to enjoy writing such as giving corrections, responses, comments, 

etc on their research proposal writing. Giving feedback on students’ writing can 

decrease students’ errors in writing and monitor their writing progress. Feedback 

can be given oral or written depending on the advisor.  

Besides that, based on the researcher’s preliminary observation, some 

advisors of the research used different ways of giving feedback on the student’s 

research proposals. One of them as the researcher had seen on some of EED 

student’s research proposals varied from both written codes and comments. The 

written corrective feedback is one of the feedbacks used by the advisor for 

reviewing, guiding, and controlling students’ research proposal writing.  Pham 

(2015:10-17) in his research entitled “Different Forms of Corrective Feedback 

and Their Effects on L2 Students’ Writing That Accuracy: A Case Study” showed 
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that written corrective feedback for the students helps to improve the ability of the 

students to organize their idea in writing composition. 

Hence, the researcher is triggered to analyze types of written corrective 

feedback used by the advisor on students’ research proposal writing and the 

purposes of those written corrective feedback types used by the advisor.  

According to the explanation above, the writer wants to research the title 

“The Advisors’ Written Corrective Feedback on EED Students’ Research 

Proposal In Muria Kudus University”.   

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the researcher formulated 

the statement of the problem as follow: 

1. What are the types of written corrective feedback used by the advisors 

on EED students’ research proposal in Muria Kudus University? 

2. What are the purposes of written corrective feedback used by the 

advisors on EED students’ research proposal in Muria Kudus 

University? 

1.3 Objective of the Research 

Based on the background of the study, the researcher has objectives of 

the research as follow: 

1. To identify types of written corrective feedback used by the advisors on 

EED students’ research proposal in Muria Kudus University. 

2. To know the purposes of written corrective feedback used by the 

advisors on EED students’ research proposal in Muria Kudus 

University. 
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1.4 Significance of the Research 

By conducting this research, the researcher has the significance of the 

research, they are: 

1. Theoretically: The researcher hopes that the research can be a reference 

for further research. 

2. Practically: 

a) For teacher/lecturer 

 Related to the research, the researcher hopes that this research will 

give English teachers/lecturer information about the importance of 

providing written corrective feedback to students in writing. So, the 

students are motivated to enjoy writing in English. 

b) For students: the researcher hopes that this research will encourage 

students to improve their writing skill through written corrective 

feedback which it is helping them in revised their draft and 

organized the idea.  

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Research 

This research focused on types of corrective written feedback used by the 

advisors on EED students’ research proposal in Muria Kudus University in the 

academic year 2019/2020 and the purposes of written corrective feedback that 

used by advisors on students’ research proposal. The participants of this research 

are English Education Department students in Muria Kudus University who write 

a research proposal and the lecturers who are being the advisors of student’s 

research and providing the most written corrective feedback.  
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1.6 Operational Definition 

Based on the title of the research, the researcher will be defined several 

terms, they are: 

1) Advisors’ written corrective feedback 

Advisors’ written corrective feedback is the way of advisors gives 

feedback or correction on the student’s research writing composition 

in some cases, such as grammar rules, the ideas of a paragraph, the 

suitable vocabulary, and many more. 

2) Research Proposal 

 The research proposal is a concise and coherent summary of the 

writer’s proposed research. It outlines the general area of study within 

which the writer’s research falls, referring to the current state of 

knowledge and any recent database on the topic.  

 


