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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 

 
Reading is crucial in daily life because the basic reason why people read is to live. 

Poor reading capability may cause ones to face a lot of difficulties in communication, social 

interaction and economy. What prevent ones from reading are insufficient books to read, 

the absence of support in terms of reading program, etc. Good attitude in reading is not 

given but created. Therefore, many attempts have to be utilized to reach the goal of reading. 

In terms of English learning either in ESL or EFL context, reading is generally classified 

into two; intensive and extensive reading. The former is widely used in EFL teaching 

context for years. In fact, today’s research revealed that extensive reading is believed to be 

more significant to be initially introduced rather than intensive reading. Extensive reading 

might develop language skills and expand general knowledge base. In learning context, ER 

might also foster learning autonomy and reading for pleasure(Yamashita, 2013). Extensive 

reading develops students’ reading proficiency and could be considered to be a part of 

language learning curricula (Nakanishi, 2015).  

For higher education, putting extensive reading in a curriculum is very possible 

especially for English teacher training program. English Education Department (EED) of 

Universitas Muria Kudus has implemented new curriculum as an effort to respond new 

trends in EFL teaching and learning as this department prepares scholars to be English 

teachers. Extensive Reading subject that was previously put in the upper semester, it is now 

put in the first year of college. This two credits subject aims at improving the students’ 

reading habits and reading fluency that is expected to enhance English proficiency. The fact 

shows that students spend little time for reading. They prefer to chat or deal with social 

media in virtual world. In addition reading has not been considered as a routine. It is almost 

always that the students read for the sake of fulfilling assignment, not because of habits. In 

fact, reading habits is a lifelong process (Locher & Pfost, 2020). The responsible parties for 

developing good reading habits are parents, teachers, and communities (Ahmed, 2016). 

Good reading habit plays an important role in helping people to gain practical efficiency 

and to shape critical thinking (Noor, 2011). 

Responding to the phenomenon, in addition to the curriculum change, several 

efforts are made by the department such as are purchasing graded readers book and 
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facilitating students with Fun Extensive Reading Day program. The program regularly 

takes place on Tuesdays. It is a-mobile-library program by bringing graded readers in the 

fourth floor of Self Access Room (the department library) downstairs in order to give 

students free access for more books. This program has been started in 2019 as the 

complementary of Extensive Reading subject intended to create good reading atmosphere 

at campus life. Graded readers are provided and students are free to choose the book to read 

on that day based on their interest and level of reading skill. English teachers and learners 

could make use of such a wealth graded readers in English (Day, 2012).  

In 2020, the pandemic of Covid-19 prevented students to have activities at campus 

because of the government restriction. The program could not be realized. The writers then 

had an idea to research on small group of students to get involved in Online Fun Extensive 

Reading Day (OFERD) and figure out the impact of the program on the students’ reading 

habits. Although there have been 56% of research in extensive reading are university 

students as participants (Nakanishi, 2015). Many previous researches in extensive reading 

dealt with extensive reading and the improvement in reading proficiency, reading speed, 

reading comprehension, and vocabulary acquisition (Nakanishi, 2015), writing ability, 

grammar mastery (Ng et al., 2019) and reading habits (Suk, 2017). This to date research is 

necessary as it investigates the students’ reading habits of which the numbers of researches 

investigating reading habits are still needed. Yet this research is similar to others in terms of 

the length of the research which only took place for one semester which was similar to 

many other researches before. (Nakanishi, 2015).  

 
 C. Research Questions 

The research questions are formulated as follows: 

1. How is the students’ perceptions toward Online Fun Extensive Reading Day 

(OFERD) program? 

2. To what extent does this program foster the students’ reading habit? 

 

D. Objective of the Research 

The objectives of the present research are to describe the students’ perception of 

OFERD towards students’ reading habit and to what extent this program may foster the 


