
CHAPTER II 

REVIEW TO RELATED LITERATURE AND HYPOTHESIS 

 

This chapter is the description about review of related literature and Hypothesis as the 

references in conducting the research.  The references discussed in this chapter are: Teaching 

English in English Education Department, English Achievement, and Reading Activity, 

Review to the Previous Research, and Theoretical Framework, and Research Hypothesis. 

 
2.1 Teaching English in English Education Department of Teaching Training 
      and Education Faculty of Muria Kudus University 

 
In English Education Department of Muria Kudus University, English is the point of 

teaching and learning process. All of subjects such as language skill (listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing) and other components of English (grammar, vocabulary, language 

testing and etc) use English in the teaching learning process. The English Education 

Department use KBK (Kurikulum Berbasis Kompetensi) or Competence Base Curriculum). 

Mulyasa (2005:39) says that KBK is directed to improve the knowledge, comprehension, 

competence, value, attitude and interest of the students so that doing something in 

skillfulness, accuracy and success by full of responsibility.  

English is a point of teaching learning process in English Education Department. In 

this department, the students will be trained to be a professional teacher by mastering four 

language skills (listening, speaking, writing, and reading) and language component 

(grammar, vocabulary, etc). Furthermore, the students have to join some subjects to be a 

professional English teacher, such as; the way to make syllabus, lesson plan, teaching 

program, and how to manage the class in teaching learning process. After that, they also have 

to practice all of the material that they got. They have to practice it in teaching practice 

program.  



Listening is the first process to the students in acquiring the language. To make 

listening understandable, the way of teaching listening should be appropriate to the students 

involving their competence and culture. Brown (2001:250) states in the teaching of listening, 

listening is an interactive process in which the listener plays important or very active role in 

constructing the message receive. In addition, Brown (2006:1) states “we can make listening 

easier by applying what we know about activating prior knowledge, helping students 

organize their learning by thinking about their purposes for listening, and motivating the 

students”.  

 According to Brown (2007: 153) there are five considerations in teaching listening. 

First of all, teacher provides task variety and develops task awareness. Teacher needs to make 

a variation on his listening materials, so the students will listen to any purposes; second, 

teacher ensures the text variety. Teacher must ensure to have different kinds of texts such as 

advertisement, conversation lecture, announcement, song and more. Third, listening focus on 

meaning, then go back and does acquisition work. Teacher keeps the students focusing on the 

meaning, not the language. Then, he goes back and has students focus on the forms that 

convey that meaning. The next consideration is teacher does a warm-up for schema 

activation. Before doing the listening and its task, it’s better for students to do warm-up as an 

important way to get thinking about the topic and what they already know. Finally, the last 

consideration is practice, practice, practice. It means that listening that listening is not done 

only once, to learn to listen needs a lot of practice. 

Teaching listening in English Education Department especially is listen to the audio 

as the listening lesson of the fourth semester students, the lecturer tries to make the student 

more active and understand the material by them self by doing presentation.  In this class the 

lecturer operate the audio player so it will be very helpful to get students focus on the 

listening.  The lecturer prepares the students to be ready to listen and also do activities and 



exercise. The lecturer also does warm-up activities to activate the students’ prior knowledge. 

Finally, to know the listening ability of the students, the lecturer asks the students to present 

their work in front of the class.  

Teaching Speaking in English Education Department leads the students to focus on 

learning speaking intensively instead of the other three skills.  The process of teaching 

speaking is presentations and discussion like as seminar, speeches, and debates. The students 

should also be able to make small project based on learning, discusses, and then assessment. 

And they must develope MC-script to be a speaker, moderator, and also a notulen in a debate. 

They also must improve a theme to be a good topic in debate. 

Teaching Reading in English Education Department is intended to provide students 

with a brief knowledge of understanding any reference of English, either in written or spoken 

text. In English Education Department, the fourth semester students get the subject of 

Academic Reading. Concerning with RPKPS, teaching reading in English Department of 

Muria Kudus University is expected to improve the students’ reading ability especially the 

ability to understand many kinds of English written text. They also are expected to develop 

their vocabulary and critical thinking skill. Further, the students can get knowledge related to 

education field or another one that can support their study. 

Teaching writing in English Education Department especially is Essay writing. The 

students have to look for some texts based on English Education, like a text about teaching 

language skills and they to analyze their text by several points, such as: Basic genre 

(Communicative purpose, Text structure, and Linguistic feature), Cohesion, Coherence, and 

Registers (Field, Mode, Tenor). In the writing class the students have to have knowledge 

about the topic, and have idea to make a good text  effectively. Parera (1983: V) says that the 

effective text is the text which is informative and communicative. It explains that text is not 

only a text, but the students have to have much information and knowledge to be drawn in a 



text in order to the text has the purpose and meaning. Besides, the students also have to pay 

attention in good writing about cohesion, coherence, diction, and grammar, as they learned in 

analyzing text. 

2.2  Reading Activity 

 Reading is one of English skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing). Reading 

is the skill which should be mastered by the learners in English education. To be able to 

interpret the information effectively from the text, they should master the elements which are 

served in studying reading. Whorter (1983:57) explains that reading is both a physical and 

mental process. The movement of your eyes across a line of print is a physical activity. 

Understanding and getting meaning out of what your eyes see is a mental activity. 

Reading is not only read the word, sentence, text, story, etc. In reading, someone 

needs to understand the content of the text. Hernowo (2003:109) says that reading can be 

reputed fare well, if the reader can understand which is read. Sometimes, once reading is not 

enough to understand the meaning of the text. We need twice even three times or more to 

read in understanding the text, especially English text. Although reading is difficult, but by 

reading we will get many information and advantages. As Mikulecky and Jeffries (1996: 01) 

explain that:  

Reading is one important way to improve you general language skills in English. Reading 

helps you learn to think in English.  it can enlarge your English vocabulary. By Reading it 

can help you improve your writing. And reading may be a good way to practice your English 

if you live in a non-English-speaking country.  Reading also can help you prepare for study in 

an English-speaking country.  We also know that reading is a good way to find out about new 

ideas, facts, and experiences. 



However, Reading can be also an activity. Reading is an activity in understanding the 

written language. Santosa et. al. (2009:6.3) has some idea that reading activity consists of two 

parts, the reading as a process refers to the physical and mental activity, while reading as a 

product refers to the consequences of activities undertaken at the time of reading.  We also 

know that reading is a process that related to eyes and mind in understanding content of the 

text. Then reading as a product is a result that we get from reading. Such as: getting 

information, knowledge, something new, etc. It depends on our purpose in doing reading 

activity. From our purpose in reading, it will be our interest in doing reading activity. 

  However, not all people are interested in reading. Some people think that reading is a 

hard work even they judge that reading is a boring activity.  It may cause that to do reading; it 

needs a free time and place. But some people enjoy and feel happy in reading even make it to 

be their hobby. They think that reading is something special to do even they judge that 

reading is an obligated work. Even, in a busy day they do reading activity.  Murni et. Al. 

(2005: viii) describe that reading for enjoyment is presented for stir the emotions and at the 

same time to stir the mind of the readers. They will get relaxation when they read with their 

own desire. They read in any place they can. They do not think in where they could do a 

reading. Generally, they read an up to date information, story, novel, etc. they think that by 

reading, they could explore the world. In the other side Hernowo (2003:106) says that if 

someone who is not so good start to read for pleasure, then good things will happen. 

Understanding of the reading will be improved and they will be easier to understand difficult 

academic text. 

Reading activity is one of variables of this research. Reading activity of the fourth 

semester students of English Education Department of Muria Kudus University is the reading 

activity that is done by the students in school and reading for personal interest. Classifications 

of reading activity of the students are high reading activity and low reading activity. To know 



the reading activity of the student, the researcher used questionnaire of Reading Activity 

Inventory (RAI) developed by Guthrie et al. (1994:09). He said that the Reading Activity 

Inventory (RAI) is to measure of the amount and breadth of students’ reading in and out of 

school. There are three aspects of this questionnaire. Guthrie et. al. (1994:10) describes that: 

The RAI covers three areas: social activities, school reading and personal reading. 
Because it obtains information about students’ activities, there is not likely to be a 
social desirability factor. The questions in the inventory are such that students tend to 
be honest in their responses. 
 
Social activities in this questionnaire are about activity in the students’ life, such as: 

how often the students listen to music, watch television, play outside, go to the movies, and 

chore at home. Then, the points of school reading of the students are about the kinds of books 

that they read for their study, such as: literature, fiction, science and history books. For the 

last aspects is personal reading. Personal reading is about reading for students’ own 

enjoyment. 

2.3  Review of Previous Research 

The previous research the researcher got firstly is the article from maria 

anang@yahoo.com. The title is The Jigsaw Drill for Reading Activity of Students SMPN 1 

Pasuruhan by Maria Taselin. This research explains about jigsaw drill for reading activity is 

an activity to develop students reading skills by dealing with different text of the same genre. 

The result is the reading activity in the class can be fun and effective when it is done 

creatively. The activity increases the students’ involvement and independence as well as their 

cooperativeness.  

The other previous research is entitled The Correlation between English Reading 

Interest and Achievement of Writing III of the Fourth Semester Students of English 

Education Department of Muria Kudus University in academic year 2003/2004 by Widyarini 

(2003). The result of her research is there is a significant correlation between reading interest 



and writing III achievement of the fourth semester students of English Education Department 

of Muria Kudus University in the academic year 2003/2004. 

The next is the research conducted by Leyla Tercanlioglu (2001) with the title The 

Nature of Turkish Students’ Motivation for Reading and It’s Relation to Their Reading 

Frequency. In her research, she used Motivation for Reading Questionnaire (MRQ) to 

measure students’ reading motivation. For measuring reading frequency of the students, she 

uses Reading Activity Inventory (RAI).  

In this research the researcher wants to compare the English Achievement of the 

fourth semester of English Education Department of Muria Kudus University in academic 

year 2011/2012 students with different reading activities. 

 

2.4   Theoretical Framewok  

English Education Department of Teacher Training and Education Faculty of Muria 

Kudus University in academic year 2011/2012 uses curriculum of KBK (Kurikulum Berbasis 

Kompetensi) that is a curriculum which considers competence development of the students 

by using practice and practice.  To determine a good material, mastery and competence 

development, the lecturer needs to conduct the teaching that is more centered on the students’ 

activities. Lecturer only helps the students when they have some difficulties.  In Teaching 

English in English Education Department, especially in the fourth semester students, the 

lecturer focus on the increasing ability in oral or written of the students by practice. Based on 

RPKPS ( Rencana Program Kegiatan Pembelajaran Semester) or Lesson Plan, the students 

have to be able to develop their ideas which have communicative purposes in acceptable 

English.  Having a lot of up to date and fresh knowledge, ideas, and themes is needed by the 

students to improve their English achievement. Akhdiah et.al. (1988:2) has some idea that the 

English achievements demand the knowledge and skills. Knowledge helps the students in 

getting idea and exploring topic of our skills.  When the students want to express their ideas 



in a text orally or in written, they have to attend the structure of the text, cohesion, coherence, 

and vocabulary.   

To improve all of them they need some activities of reading. Reading is an activity in 

understanding the written language. As we know before,  reading can help us to improve our 

English achievement. According to Mikulecky and Jeffries (1996:01):  by reading, we will 

get more information, knowledge, new vocabulary, and also writing style. It can help us to 

produce fresh idea. In writing, Hernowo (2003:116) tells that people who read well, write 

well too because they unconsciously get a good writing style. Grabe (2003:243), in his book, 

gives other argument that reading can help students carry out writing tasks. The researcher 

also assumes it can help the students carry out other tasks, just like listening, speaking, and 

reading.   

All of the references above can be assumed that when the students have differences in 

reading activities, they also will have differences in English achievement. So, the researcher 

assumes that there is a significant difference between the English achievements of the fourth 

semester of English Education Department of Muria Kudus University in academic year 

2011/2012 students who have high and low reading activity.  

2.5   Hypothesis  

 There are four Hypotheses in this research as follows: 

1.  There is a significant difference between the Listening achievements of the fourth 

semester students of English Education Department of Muria Kudus University in 

academic year 2011/2012 with high and low reading activities. 

2.  There is a significant difference between the Speaking achievements of the fourth 

semester students of English Education Department of Muria Kudus University in 

academic year 2011/2012 with high and low reading activities. 



3.  There is a significant difference between the Reading achievements of the fourth semester 

students of English Education Department of Muria Kudus University in academic year 

2011/2012 with high and low reading activities. 

4.  There is a significant difference between the writing achievements of the fourth semester 

of English Education Department of Muria Kudus University in academic year 2011/2012 

with high and low reading activities. 

 


