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Abstract

The use of appropriate technique in order to aehignve goal of teaching and
learning English takes the important role in Englianguage teaching. Young
learner as the basic of education is one of objatteducation. It needs an
appropriate approach to teaching English for yol#agners. One of appropriate
approaches is theme-based approach. It is an agppmfaorganizing teaching

around themes or topics making it possible to isteginstruction across core
areas such as listening, speaking, reading, anithgurirhis study aims to find out

the use of theme-based approach to teach Englishbutary for young learners
in English club of Nur Hidayah Elementary Islamich8ol Surakarta. Besides, it
also to investigate students’ responses toward ¢hleased approach applied in
teaching English vocabulary. Data collected fronsuavey conducted on 24
students of English Club in Nur Hidayah Islamic reéntary School. The

technique of collecting the data used observatioterview, and documentary.

The data summarized on the usefulness of themetbagproach in teaching

English vocabulary. The result of the study showreat the use of theme-based
approach is important used by the teacher to gdest understanding in learning
vocabulary. Furthermore, the teacher should provat®us activities maintained

student’s interest during the lesson.

Keywords: Theme-Based Approach, young learnersggmtes, teaching

vocabulary, students’ responses

INTRODUCTION

Teaching young learners is an issue of the wordd $hll gets attention until now. Young learner
as the foundation of education quality in the staged special attention and approach in English
language teaching. Children have a special gifh sas golden age and they can learn some
competence easily. One of the competences is Biiguwompetence. According to Chomsky in
Clark and Clark (1977: 6), linguistic competencecépacity to use language, and linguistic
performance is the application of linguistic congrete in speaking or listening. This is special
gift for young learner to get these competencedyeasctually, the role of teacher influence
children understanding. English language teacher tlés occasion to develop linguistic
competence of the children.

Indonesian teacher conduct the Theme-based apptodehch refers to Indonesian curriculum
2013. Cameron (2001: 181) state that, theme-ba&sathing can cover one, two or more lessons
a week, or even several weeks. It means that thesed approach can be integrated in the other
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material. Curtain and Dahlberg (2000) affirm thiiéetive language instruction builds on topics
and context that are relevant to learners.

Those activities and topics linked together bydbetent. This approach makes the children easy
to understand the material because all the childemome the part in the context of material and
the topic link each other.

According to Gordon (2007:44), all normally devetap children master the complexity of
pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary of thestflanguage within the first four or five years
of their lives. Not only do children learn to usghly sophisticated grammatical forms of their
first language, they also develop an impressivealolary. It means that children in this context
Is young learners a new word every waking hourhefrtday. In the golden age, competences
that easy to practice by the children are spea&imjlistening. This study tries to support those
two skills by teaching vocabulary. Rich of vocabiida is important for the children to produce
speaking and writing especially. One of the inptitvocabulary is listening. The nature of
vocabulary from John (2000: 16) says that vocalgutaknowledge of or knowing the meanings
of words. It is important for young learners toiehrtheir vocabulary, in order to make English
teaching and learning run well.

Piaget in Hudelson (1991: 256) states that childneprimary or elementary school are usually
in what is called the concrete operational stageoghitive development. It means that student
learn based on the manipulation and support ofetheronment. Younger learners respond to
language according to what it does or what they darwith it, rather than treating it as an
intellectual game or abstract system. Phillips @L9Y states that teacher should prepare the
appropriate teaching media or supporting tool andesactivities related to the approach to get
student understanding and response during therle$®e kinds of activities that work well are
games and songs with actions, total physical respa@ttivities, tasks that involve coloring,
cutting, and sticking, simple, repetitive stori@sd simple, repetitive speaking activities that
have an obvious communication value. (Phillips,3:2%

Based on that phenomenon the aims of this studiodned out the use of theme-based approach
in teaching English vocabulary for young learner€nglish club and to investigate students’
responses toward theme-based approach applieddhitg English vocabulary.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Now days some school in Indonesia use theme-bagedach for teaching English especially in
teaching for young learner. It is the result of 2@Urriculum Indonesia. Cameron (2001) state
that theme-based teaching approach suits the waygylearners naturally learn. It provides lots
of linked activities that allow students who comryomave big enthusiasm to participate
actively in the teaching and learning process. tedlavith that theory, teacher should know the
objective in teaching English for young learnerscérding to Petersen and Hayden, 1961:31)
there are nine basic objectives of elementary dauca

« The importance of the individual is a basic goablojective

« Provision for individual differences is a major 4@ elementary school teachers.

* The elementary school must provide a type of comtirs guidance for all children.

* Teachers and administrators must recognize thertanpce of considering all phases of

the pupil’s development.
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e Each child’s intellectual development is a paramaogmal of the elementary school
staff.

« The development of social intelligence is an im@otrigoal of elementary education.

» The effective emotional development of each boy ginds also an important goal for
every elementary school staff.

» The previously discussed objectives, if efficierdighieved, result in the realization of
the most fundamental objective: that the elemensahools produce effective citizens
in our democracy.

There are several studies conducted in differenincees, different skill and different
characteristic of student. In a study by Bachrudirsthafa, Teaching English to young learners
in Indonesia: essential requirements (2010), tleeachers studied some requirements that
teachers should know to teach English to younghkgar This is a literature study of the theory
to teach English for young learners. The resulttlué research is some components of
professional expertise of teachers of English #rat crucial implications for teacher training
programs. Those training programs are expectecetie effective teaches.

Fitria Lathufirdaush, The implementation of thensséd teaching to improve students’ speaking
skill (2014), this research studied the improvenwdrthe students’ speaking skill which covered
some aspects; include vocabulary, pronunciation gnadnmar by classroom action research.
This research conducted in one of elementary sshindandung. The result of this study shows
that the students’ speaking skill improved throtigh implementation of theme-based teaching.

In a research by Jiyoung Jinnie Kim, Principlescohtent theme based approach in EFL
education (2005), studied reliable evidence forfdasibility of Content-Based Instructional in
Korean EFL context, theme-based model English lagguprogram conducted on a Korean
university for intermediate to advanced learner&nglish. The conclusion of this finding and
discussion is there are certain overlapping comastiamong such diversity that foster successful
learning experiences. This approach to languagaisitiqn provides learner with content and
language acquisitions, build learners sense ofrtratiration and achievement.

Those are previous researches that in line with iésearch. This research focuses on teaching
vocabulary through theme-based approach for teagbesg learner in English club and
investigates the students’ responses toward thgsoaph to teach vocabulary. It includes of
reflective response from the students through #giproach. Indeed, the touchstone for
successful activities in English is the harnessh@ctivities which are natural to the child’s
maturational level, those which he pursues normallyis own language. (Broughton, et al,
1980:170).

10 Ways In Improving Teacher Theme Teaching
According to Walmsley (1996), there are 10 waysniprove teacher theme when teaching
English, as follows:

* Don'ttry to integrate every subject area into gvitkeme.

* When teach the theme tuck the skills inside it.

» Balance teacher generated and student centered

* Avoid cutesy treatments of themes

» Draw themes from a variety of arenas
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* Make sure the themes are the right size

« Approach yearlong and school wide themes with oauti

e Bump up teacher own knowledge about theme whicle pagpared.
* Teach atheme at least twice and recoup the inezgtim it.

* Borrow themes idea from others.

METHOD
This research uses qualitative research, whichridbescthe use of theme-based approach in
teaching young learners’ vocabulary in English ad@itNur Hidayah Elementary Islamic School
Surakarta. It uses observation, documentary anervietv to the English teacher and the
students. Based on the observation done to Entgether and her students, the observations
focused on the activities and the atmosphere irEtigdish classroom. It is because the target of
observation is to know how the use of theme-bapgdoach in teaching young learners’ English
vocabulary in English club of Nur Hidayah Elemegtislamic School Surakarta. The theme in
September wadly Self.The sub-theme in first week of September Wast of Body.The
process of teaching English in the use of themedbapproach by teacher were:

e Teacher activity on set induction

In the first activity in teaching English, the tbac started with some songs that they must
sing it every day. It related to the greeting, tlade and something made fun the class before
going to study. The teacher invited the studentsrng songs with the movement. The first class
was in outdoor the class. The teacher invited sitsd® do the activities for starting the class in
the yard in front of this kindergarten.

* Introduction of teaching material

The teacher invited students for coming back to dless. In the class, the teacher did
brainstorming to students first. She asked themesohpart of body such asVhat is this?”by
pointing the nose and the students answered itaimaBa Indonesia because they did not know
the name of part of body in English. After doing thrainstorming, she said that the material is
about part of body.

* The theme explanation

The teacher showed some papers. Those papersnaahttie pictures and new English
vocabularies of part of body (head, hair, eyesenear, mouth, hand and foot). She pronounced
the vocabularies of each part of body. She askagksts to follow her and then she repeated it
several time. She often did asking and answeringutabhe vocabularies to students, and
sometime she did asking and question by song.

* The material integration

The teacher related the material to the mathemBiie.teacher asked students to mention the
number 1 to 10 in English, then she asked them.aSked the number of each part of body to
students in their bodies. She sdmbw many eyes do you havehey answeredtivo” or she
said “how many fingers do you s@& they answeredseven”. The students memorized the
vocabularies about the number 1 to 10 in English.

* Singing songs

The teacher asked the students to sing togethertifléh wasmy body.The song consists of
the new vocabularies about part of body in Englstd Bahasa Indonesia. Based on the
interview, the teacher made the song by her owedas the theme. The song was bilinguals
(mother tongue and target language) because it stadents faster and easier in understanding
and memorizing the new English vocabularies. Theher taught them vocabularies by singing
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a song with gesture. When they s&ar” , they must touched their ears. The teacher regheate
the song several time until the students wererggttiemorize it.

* Doing games

The teacher invited the students to do the games.ghmes were introducing the body and
touching friend. Before doing the games, the temelplained the roles of the games to make
students easy to understand the game. The firse gaas introducing the body. The teacher
called one student to move forward. The teachewstiesome pictures of part of body and asked
the chosen student each of pictures. The studeathatl chosen must answer it in English. The
teacher saidWhat is this?” or “Where is the eyes?the chosen student answereyes” or
pointing the picture of eyes. The special needesitglalso followed the game.

The second game was touching friend. The teachHexdathe students to make two big
circles, the boys and the girls. The teacher askeoh to touch their friends that were beside
them. When the teacher call&buch your friend’ nose!”,the students touched their friend’
nose that were beside them.

* Giving the tasks

The teacher gave the tasks to the students. T$tetdgk was counting and it was relating to
the material that already studied. The teacher ga@rintable task to students. In the printable
task, there were five pictures of part of bodywéts the number of eyes, noses, ears, moths and
hands. The students count the picture and writsdhe of those pictures. The teacher also asked
them to coloring the pictures of part of body aftey finished counting.

The second task was writing. The teacher distribigidents’ books. In the book, the
teacher wrote the woretyes = Mata.She asked the students to write it in their bodkse
teacher asked the students to write ten lines.special need students, the teacher wrote the
word by the dotted letters in their book, so thelehts must connected or bolded it.

e The evaluation and appeasement

Before the end of class, the teacher asked stutiem&snember again the new vocabularies
about part of body that they learned. They askethtsome new vocabularies, and sometimes
she asked them by song. In the end, the teacheiaaked them to sing a song of part of body
together.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The themes used in English club of Nur Hidayah elatary Islamic school Surakarta based on
school curriculum from Religious Ministry. The themappropriated to the age of students as
young learners. Those themes are started withhémad around the students like their self, their
family and their school, then, continued by otHikes the country, animal and plant. It is good in
choosing the themes for young learners. With thbased approach, the teacher can organize
her class by her own. English teacher can enrielnyetheme with fun activities and appropriate
media for students.

Teaching Activities in English Club of Nur Hidayah Elementary Islamic School Surakarta

In the activities, theme-based approach givesdheher a freedom to make her own class. The
teacher can organize her class by her own. Basembservation in English Club, the teacher
give various activities every week for students their English club, but the activities
appropriated to the age of students as young |learfibe various activities give positive affect
for students. It makes students are excited tcEtgish lesson and they fell happy when they
follows the class. The students express their srbBm in all activities that the teacher gives.
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The Integration in the Use of Theme-Based Approach

The integration is one way to recognize theme-baggioach. English teacher in Nur Hidayah
elementary Islamic school integrates English suligeothers, such as mathematics, science and
art. The integration gives the positive effect todents. It makes the students can study some
lessons in one time and they can implement onernessother lesson. For the teacher, it makes
her easier to teach English and other lesson intiome She can relate English to other lesson
and make fun activities about lessons for childrgmer own.

Techniques in the Use of Theme-Based Approach

The using of appropriate technique needed in tegcywung learners. The English teachers use
some techniques through the use of theme-basedagbprThose are in line with the age of the
students as young learners. The teacher uses sgm@dues in her class, such as singing song,
doing games, telling story, writing, coloring ancwing, matching, crafting, counting, question
and answer, and doing drills. The teacher chodsesppropriate techniques and it adjusts the
themes and age of students. She uses the techihiguean espouse teaching process. Every
technique has own advantages for students and tholseiques make students easier in receive
the lesson.

Media in the Use of Theme-Based Approach

The media needed in the process of teaching amdinga In young learners’ class, the media is
necessary because it serves as a tool to attracittention and grow the interest in children
participates in the learning process. The teackes the media in her class, such as pictures,
coloring papers, puppets, printable tasks, vidgatolp and projector. She uses the media that can
espouse teaching process. Every media has own tagesnand those media help teacher in
teaching process and students in learning process.

Students’ Responses toward the Theme-Based Approach

Students give positive responses toward the ugbemhe-based approach. The most students
state that the use of theme based approach iredtohihg and learning process helps them to
comprehend the lesson better. They also enjoya$soh in the use of theme-based approach.
Students also show strong interest with high eméisus in teaching and learning English
process. As conclusion, for these three reasomesuske of theme-based approach is good and
students gives positive responses about it.

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

The use of theme-based approach in teaching vaagbia young learners is good. The English
teacher uses all actions in (1) themes, (2) a#vi{3) integrations, (3) techniques, and (4)
media. All activities are very good, the teachgusis the activities to the themes and students’
ages. The integration of lesson also be an addoeksow about theme-based approach. The
integration were (a) English and mathematics, (mli&h and science and (c) English and art. In
the use of theme-based approach, it used someidqeelsn The techniques were (a) song and
movement, (b) games, (c) story-telling, (d) writirfg) coloring and drawing, (f) matching, ()
crafting, (h) counting, (i) question and answerd & drills. It also was used some media. The
media were (a) pictures, (b) colored paper, (c)petyp(d) printable task, and (e) video, laptop
and projector.
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Students give positive responses toward the ugberhe-based approach. The first reason is
they comprehend the lesson better. That statemastpnoven by students’ ability to recall the
theme and material about vocabulary they learnepr@vious meeting. The second reason is
they enjoyed the lesson. From some students, deomne are because it was presented through
various activities so that the lesson was not lgorthe activities were interesting so that it
attracted students to follow the lesson more, deduse of pictures, games and other media
make the lesson more satisfying. The third reasahe students expressed their enthusiasm in
teaching process.

The teacher who wants to use theme-based approdbleir classroom, it is important to set a
theme that suits with children ages. It is suggesitat the teacher chooses the themes that are
familiar with the students. Choosing the themes #na familiar with them can raise students’
motivation and their interest in learning EngliBlarthermore, the teacher should provide various
activities which can maintain students’ interestimy the lesson. It is important since the
students might be bored by the materials that émiys on a certain theme. The Students of
kindergarten who learn using theme-based apprdagtefully, they can enjoy the activities in
teaching English process. Concurrently, the objectf giving English to children can be
achieved.
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