
 

1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Research  

English language has been commonly accepted as an active universal 

language in the world. People who study English language consider it as their 

personal proficiency. Therefore, nowadays many people, particularly students, 

ought to master English language. Mastering English language is an important 

value for the students to have. By mastering English language, the students can 

improve themselves both in academic and life skill. Once the students can 

comprehend it, he or she can be well-accepted by the society. 

There are four basic language skills, listening, speaking, reading and writing 

in learning English. Barın (1997) in Bağçeci & Yaşar (2007), stated that those 

English skills are really indispensable parts of a language teaching. In language 

teaching there are divided into two: the ability to understand and read, and the 

ability to speak which are also regarded as speech and writing. On the other hand, 

the other indispensable elements in foreign language teaching are grammar and 

vocabulary (Bal, 2015). For the successful and effective education and training in 

foreign language courses, these four basic language skills need to be developed and 

reinforced accordance with the level and needs of the learners. The researcher on 

this research try to focus on listening skill. 

Listening is the ability to accurately receive and interpret messages in 

communication process. Listening is key to all effective communication. Without 

the ability to listen effectively, messages are easily misunderstood. As a result, 

communication breaks down and the sender of the message can easily become 

frustrated or irritated. 
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There are many media that can be used in teaching, according to Oemar 

(2005) stated that media can be classified in four kinds, they are: Visual (it is media 

that can be seen such as pictures, flashcard, card short), Audio (it is media that can 

be heard such as radio, song, MP3 player), Audio visual (it is media that can be 

seen and heard such as video clips, films, TV), and Dramatize (make into a play 

such as drama, puppet, opera). Thus, the researcher in this research will focuses on 

Audio, especially in song.  

Using song in teaching is a good choice for students. Furthermore, 

according to Bagas (2016) stated that songs are very common in human culture 

because there are songs in every aspect on human’s life. Conversely, it hides many 

benefits which are very useful for education purpose. 

The use of song in the classroom can stimulate very positive associations to 

someone who study language. It can amuse or entertain, also can make satisfactory 

connection between the world of leisure and the world of learning. Based on the 

researcher’ experiences, the media that is used commonly in teaching and learning 

is using songs. Song is believed to be able to help student to learn foreign language. 

Song also can be used in many various learning activities, for example to introduce 

new language, practice the language, fix the language, and also give more energy 

for students. 

Although, Extensive Listening class is held in first semester of 2020/2021. 

In the class, usually use movie as a teaching media, but unfortunately most of them 

don’t even understand about what the movie talked about, they were just chilling 

without understanding what they saw. 

Most of EED students like listening to song because song is very easy to 

access, but even though they like to listen to song, they don't understand what the 

context means by what they listen to, indicating that their listening skills are 

lacking. This is in line with some previous researches investigating the perception 

of using song in learning listening skill.  

Winasih (2018) Skripsi, the researcher described how are the perception of 

the tenth grades students of SMK Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta in 2017/2018 
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academic year on using song as media to improve students’ motivation in learning 

English. 

Kurnianto (2016) Skripsi, this research was to find out the perception 

towards the use of song lyrics in learning English at English Education Department 

of Universtisa Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta (EED UMY) 

Ranggen (2016) Skripsi, the aim of the research was to add options on 

teaching source for both lectures and student. 

From the previous research above, it can be concluded that they use songs 

as a media, therefore this research also has the same thing, using song media but 

also has a difference, using top billboard chart songs from Spotify. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background above, the researcher states the problem of the 

research as follow: “How is the students’ perception on using songs in learning 

listening skill of English Education Department of Universitas Muria Kudus in 

academic year 2020/2021?”. 

 

1.3 Objective of the Research 

According to the statement above, the objective of the research is to find out 

the students’ perception on using songs in learning listening skill of first semester 

students of English Education Department of Universitas Muria Kudus in academic 

year 2020/2021. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Research 

 Besides this research will be significant for the researcher, he hopes that the 

result of this research will be useful for: 

1. The students: After knowing the students’ perception towards using songs in 

learning listening skill, the students can apply it in learning. Student who faces 

several challenges may use this research as reference so that they can find any 

elucidation. 
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2. The lecturer: The result of this research will give effect for the lecturer to know 

the students’ perception of using song when they learn in the classroom. Hence, 

this research it may encourage lecturer to implement song in teaching and 

learning process. 

3. Other researcher: The result of this study will be used for other researcher who 

are interested to conduct the same area of this study. The findings of this study 

can be used as a reference to conduct further different research design or 

methodology. Also, it becomes base for other researches to conduct experiment 

in same area of study related to the song lyrics. 

 

1.5 Scope of the Research 

 The researcher conducts this research in Universitas Muria Kudus. This 

research will take 1st semester of UMK in academic year 2020/2021. The researcher 

took the data from English Education Department which consist of 26 students who 

use Spotify in their daily life. 

 In this research, the researcher will limit his research and focuses on student 

perception towards using song in learning listening skill. The researcher focuses on 

analysing students’ perception on using songs. Songs that the researcher uses on 

this research are from top chart billboard in Spotify on January 2021 so far (focuses 

on English songs). 

 

1.6 Operational Definition 

 These are some terms in this research which is to clarify briefly. Those are: 

1. The students means the students of 1st semester of English Education 

Department of Universitas Muria Kudus who use Spotify in their daily life. 

2. Perception means a way of regarding, understanding, or interpreting something; 

a mental impression, opinion based on the own perspectives.  

3. English Songs means a short poem or other set of words set to music or meant 

to be sung. The song that the researcher uses here is from popular English songs 

which the students know well. 
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4. Listening skill means the ability to accurately receive and interpret messages in 

the communication process. 


