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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

In this chapter, the researcher discusses the background of the research, 

statement of the problem, objectives of the research, scope of the research, 

significance of the research, and operational definition. 

 

1.1 Background of the Research 

The last few months, the world was in shock with the emergence of a virus. 

This virus was named Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 

(SARS-CoV-2) by the WHO and was reported to be the etiologic agent for 

coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) (Zheng M, et al. 2020). This deadly 

virus first appeared in Wuhan city, China, and infected the whole world, 

including Indonesia. Therefore, the government has imposed a lockdown 

policy for each region. This is very influential in people's lives and causes a 

significant loss impact, especially in the fields of education. 

Fortunately, in this era of 4.0, technology is developing very 

rapidly.Technology is what separates us from the middle ages, indeed it is what 

separates us from the way we lived fifty thousand or more years ago(Amalia 

R, 2018). Nowadays, all activities can be done online, including in the world 

of education. 

When implementing a lockdown policy, students and teachers are 

prohibited from coming to school. However, they can still do teaching and 

learning activities by technology. Everything in the field of education is done 

online, such as assessments. 

For many years, assessment was used primarily to describe process of 

evaluating the evectiveness of sequences of instructional activities when the 

sequence was complete (William D, 2011). Black and William (1998) also 

noted that for assessment to function formatively, the feedback information had 
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to be used, and the differentional treatments that are incorporated in response 

to the feedback are at the heart of effective learning. 

Whereas, online assessment is a process of evaluating all were conducted 

using computer-based assessments. According to Özden M. Yasar, Ertürk I and 

Sanli R (2004), the term computer-assisted assessment can cover any kind of 

computer use in the process of assessing knowledge, skills, and abilities of 

individuals. In addition, online assessment can increase motivation students in 

learning because it provides opportunities to interact with technology. 

As well as the assessment used at Universitas Muria Kudus, through an 

observasion the researcher found that the lecturers use several methods to carry 

out the assessment such as paper-based assessment dan online assessment. In 

online assessment, the lecturer use some applications such as Google Drive, 

Youtube, or a web called SUNAN (sinau temenanan) which is devoted to 

lecturers and students of Universitas Muria Kudus. However, in the 

implementation of online assessment there are many difficulties faced by both 

teachers and students. 

One of them is in speaking lesson. Based on the result of observation made 

by researcher, students are required to make speaking video and upload it on 

social media. They only talk in front the screen even though there are many 

cheat sheet behind the camera. They read it and manipulate it as if they really 

mastered it when it was preciselly this that made it difficult to develop their 

abilities. Beside that, the lecturer also have obstacles in knowing how far the 

students development abilities because they do not confirm it directly. Based 

on the background above, the research will study about “Students’ Perception 

on the use of Online Assessment in Public Speaking Class”. 
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1.2 Statements of the Problem 

Based on the background above, the researcher formulated the statement of 

the problem, that is : 

“How is the perception of the sixth semester students of English Education 

Departement of Muria Kudus University on the use of online assessment in 

public speaking class?” 

1.3 Objectives of the Research 

Based on the background of the research above, the researcher formulated 

the objectives of this research, that is: 

“To find out the perception of the sixth semester students of English Education 

Departement of Muria Kudus University on the use of online assessment in 

public speaking class.” 

1.4 Scope of the Research 

Based on the problem above, researcher mainly focuses on the students’ 

perceptions on the use of online assessment in speaking class. The researcher 

will limit the subject only the sixth semester students’ of English Education 

Departement of Universitas Muria Kudus, and the researcher will choose each 

class leader and vice leader of the sixth semester students’ of English Education 

Departement. 

1.5 Significance of the Research 

Besides on the research will be significant for the writer, she hopes that 

the result of this research will be useful for the teachers, it can give information 

about the student perception of the use of online assessment. The teacher can 

find out the difficulties of students in online assessment and can improve if 

there are deficiencies in learning. So, the students can feel more comfortable 

when implementing the online assessment activities. 
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1.6 Operational Definition 

a. Student Perception 

Student perception is the process of preferential treatment of students 

toward information they get from an object. Through observations with 

their senses, students can interpret the observed object. 

b. Online Assessment 

Online assessment is an evaluation carried out to obtain information on 

the extent to which students master the material or the extent to which 

students' learning outcomes carried out online by using an internet 

network as a medium for delivering evaluation. 

c. Public Speaking Class 

Public speaking class is one of the some courses at the English Education 

Departement of Universitas Muria Kudus that have to be taken by 

students’ in 6th semester. This course teaches and trains the students’  

skills in public speaking like speech, story telling, etc. 


