
CHAPTER I. INTRODUCTION 

 
 

1.1 Background of the Research 

Microteaching is a kind of teaching practicum for student teachers. It is characterized 

by student teachers practicing teaching in front of the small group of their peers in a 

shortened length of time. The number of peers usually ranges from ten to fifteen, while the 

length of time is around twenty to thirty minutes. 

 
Some studies indicate that through teaching practice in microteaching, student teachers can 

gain much benefit. He and Yan (2010) report that microteaching was a useful tool for the pre- 

service teachers’ professional development. A study by Zhang and Cheng (2011) show that 

microteaching gives student teachers opportunities for interactive learning practices, for 

rehearsal, revision, and retrial. Moreover, Arsal (2014) reveals that microteaching can 

increase student teachers’ self-efficacy. Donelly and Fitzmaurice (2011) find that 

microteaching has a direct application particularly in terms of its impact on individual 

teaching practice and how participants approach course development and delivery. 

 
In microteaching, one student teacher will practice teaching and their peers will act as the 

students. The appearance of the peers to act as students might play two contradictory roles. 

The peers can support microteaching for they play a role as students who respond to the 

student teachers’ teaching practice and thus provide the student teachers with classroom-like 

situation. However, the kind of respond that is often unnatural might disadvantage student 

teachers since they do not get the real classroom situation. Their peers who pretend to be 

students might sometimes end up with joking or teasing their peer practising teaching. 

 
Therefore, microteaching sometimes involve real students of secondary school to participate 

as students of the student teacher in the course. Real students of secondary school can act 

naturally as students during teaching practice in student teachers’ classroom. Unlike the 

student teachers’ peers, real students do not need to pretend as students since they are the real 

students. Hence, it is expected that they are able to provide the real classroom situation to be 

dealt with by student teachers in their teaching practice. It is thus expected that student 

teachers can benefit their teaching practice. 
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The participation of real students as students for EFL student teachers in 

microteaching course has been conducted for years at the English Education 

Department of Muria Kudus University. The EFL student teachers enrolling 

in microteaching course are required to have teaching practice three times 

during the course, in which they teach in front of their peers twice and in 

front of real students once. 

 
This study aims to explore the EFL student teachers’ teaching practice to 

peer students and real students. Furthermore, it examines how EFL student 

teachers perceive teaching peer students and real students in microteaching 

course. 

 
1.2 Research Questions 

The research questions of this study are as followed: 

1. Is there any significant difference of the EFL student teachers’ teaching 

practice to peer students and that to real students in microteaching? 

2. How do EFL student teachers perceive teaching peer students and real 

students in microteaching? 

 
1.3 Research Objectives 

The objectives of the research are: 

1. Examining the significant difference between EFL student teachers’ 

teaching practice to peer students and real students in microteaching 

2. Exploring EFL student teachers’ perception towrads teaching peer 

students and real students in microtecahing 

 
1.4 Outcome of the Research 

The outcome of this research include the followings: 

1. The EFL student teachers’ teaching practice to peer students and real 

students in microteaching 

2. The perception of EFL student teachers towards teaching peer students 
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and real students in microteaching 

3. The article of this research will be published in the international journal 

of IJAL (Indonesian Journal of Applied Linguistics), pISSN 2301-9468, 

eISSN 2502-6747. 

 


