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Child Friendly Family Education in Indonesian — Javanese
Traditional House Construction

'"Nur Said, *Farida Ulyani, *Mutohhar
'Sekolah Tinggi Agama Islam Negeri (STAIN) Kudus, Indonesia
Email: nursaid@stainkudus.ac.id
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‘Universitas Muria Kudus, Indonesia
Email: mutohhar@umk.ac.id

Abstract: The best cultural form space is home, especially the traditional houses. They have a distinctive
cultural advantage. This article discusses the uniqueness of Javanese traditional house structures and their
realization in forming a culture pattern in child-friendly family education. We used proxemics approach that is
how people unconsciously create micro-distance room structure between people in performing daily transaction,
room organization in residential and buildings and eventually urban planning. We concluded that Kudus-
Javanese Traditional House Construction contains symbolic system which accommodates child parental pattern
in family. The values which are relevant with child character education for Indonesian family are: (1)
emphasizing the importance of Islamic awareness as well as symbolic meaning in the five trap steps of the five
Islam pillars reflection; (2) maintaining the importance of water normality and hygiene as well as in pakiwan
(bathroom); (3) completing the residential with certain plants which have symbols and functions for human
health; (4) harmonizing the environment in the house especially for girl parenting pattern who gets more special
attention considered as a prospective mother which is as the first college instruction in family; and (5)
emphasizing the modeling by enacting house as a process of character building for children.

Keywords: child parental relation, family education, Javanese traditional house

1. Introduction

Over decades, Child abuse has become a shared concern of various parties. Almost everyday, sundry mass
media report about this misery faced by Indonesian children in a wide range and various pattern of comission.
The fact that violence against children continues to occur either in the community, school and within their own
families, all parties must be in a state of alert due to this crisis. Call it a case of sexual harassment at an
international school in Jakarta (April 2014); The murder case of Agl (8 years old) in Bali which was missing in
the mid of May 2015 and found dead and buried in her foster mother's house; cases of rape of a girl in Manado
by 15 men (January 2016), and a recent rape case of YY (14 years) in Bengkulu, who was raped and murdered
by 14 men, of which 10 of them are underage (April 2016).

It is so sad yet heartbreaking to know that different cases of child abuse have appeared in various media. Not
to mention, hundred or even thousand cases of abuse and violence against children that occurred in various areas
that have not been revealed yet by the media. However, this phenomenon could not be separated from the social

institutions that develop in various social unit for a means of socialization and healthy social interaction based
on ethics and esthetics values.

Started from the smallest social unit; home. In Javanese, it is called omah. It does not simply serve as a
physicall building for a shelter from the heat and cold where a couple live together. Javanese describe home as a

192
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2. Research Methodology

This research combining poststructuralist and interpretive approaches. Poststructuralist approach
emphasizes on the discovery of meaning which is not limited to text, word, or a specific sentence, but also
through how the relationship between the text and the relationship between cultural sign (Baker, 2005: 19).
Meanwhile, interpretive approach treats culture as a system of meaning. The fundamental assumption of this
approach, culture need to be understood semiotically; as a web of significance or fabrics of meaning Or patterns
of meaning embodied in symbols, so that the analysis of the culture must, necessarily, be interpretive

(hermeneutic) to explore the meaning (Geertz, 1973:5).
To deepen the analysis, the writers use proxemics approach; how people unconsciously make the spatial
structure of micro-spacing between humans in performing daily transactions, the organization of space in

residences and buildings, and eventually plannology (Hall, 1963: 103). Proxemics is a branch of semiotics
known as spatial semiotics which describes that construction of a residential area, such as Kudus traditional

house, owns a dwelling system including in parenting (character building) in a family as a cultural phenomenon.
C:Jltural phenomeno as a sign of a significant phenomenon that can be approached

through two sides; as a system of signs as well as the signifiying practices (Eco, 1979: 61). Semiotics in this
o be a foxm, of deconstruction of the current understandings that has been considered thoroughly so as to
case can

bilities (Barthes, 1967)-
be able to open up to new possibilities ( , _ ' ‘ _ _
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3. Finding and Discussion

3.1, N
ThHOIIne‘ as the Socialization Media of Family and its Environment
¢ relation between house and “to dwell” concept in ecological system can be traced from the word "eco"

::: ecology, by Isshiki as quoted by Astuti (2012), which comes from the Greek Oikos, means home for all;
Omen and men, animals, plants, water, soil, air, and sun. So, in this case, Ecology studies the relationship
bef\Neen humans and the environment. chce,,it needs the linkages between the natural sciences and the human
sciences interdisciplinary. Ecological awareness sees the reality of this world holistically integral, in which the

Wfolr'lfd contains a lot of diversity and posseses interdependent networks that by Capra (2001) referred to the web
of life.

In_ gender studies, issues of parenting, lately, becomes increasingly prominence as the outbreak of child
abuse_ in different shapes and patterns that occur in the society, school and in the family as a social unit.
Considering that gender relation is formed within families, the roles of public and domestic transactions are
oftenly constructed by the socialization process in an environment (T. Ihromi, 1999: vii-viii). In the family
itself, transfer of values intensively occurs that results in the character and identity of Indonesian children.

Therefore, family is the smallest human social environment in which its existence cannot be separated
from home. The home is the most familiar human environment in domestic realm. It stimulates main ideas of
culture which is produced and reproduced to form a system of meaning. In seeing the construction of meaning
at home, the symbolically institutionalized arrangement in the house must always be read over and over in
conjunction with the dwelling itself. The symbolic power of house is not attached in its isolated entities, but the
relationships between the house and the surrounding resident.

House is also the main place for generative scheme of culture objectification, so it contains the vision and
structure of society in the social context (Harker; Mahar, and Wilkes [ed], 2004: 8-7). The residents have a
certain message to convey. Then, house is a social space, groups of characterized status which is characterized
by various lifestyles (Haryatmoko (2003, 8-9). The contention over symbolic perception of the social world
takes two different perspectives; the objective and the subjective. On the objective side, people can act through
representation, both individually and socially, in order to control the various particular view of reality. On the
subjective side, people can act in a way (o use self-presentation strategy or by changing the categories of
perception and appreciation of the social world.

Both of these trends, by Bourdieu (1984: 143), is called with practical logic. which is always associated
with symbols and has a stimulating source. That source which stimulate action, thought and representation is
referred to habitus; an interpretive framework for understanding and assessing the reality as well as a producer
of the practices of life in a dialectic of two reciprocal motion; First, the objective structure that is internalized in
thought; second, a subjective motion which unveils the results the thought (Bourdieu 1990: 52; Haryatmoko
2003, 8-9). In the meantime, the concept of habitus cannot be separated from the realm of champ insocial field
that is similar to the "free market" so that there are producers and consumers at the same time. Then, the society
goes to maintain and improve their position, differentiate themselves to gain new positions so that the social
struggles in the symbolic realm cannot be ignored (Rusdiarti, 2003: 31-40; Bourdieu, 1990: 112).

The existence of Javanese traditional house (read: Kudus traditional house) is one representation of the
symbolic battles in the negotiation process (dialogue) between cultures that occurred back in the day. At least,
elements of Javanese, Gujarat, Persian, Chinese and colonial are reflected in the various trappings of the
traditional house with various symbolic backgrounds. This is partly reflected through the ropes, crown, and the
number of fabulous animals sculpture (Said, 2012: 7; Triyanto, 2001; Said, 2011).

Kudus, with its Muslim majority, always put their nature wherever it is. For instance, in their social life;
including the moral education in gender relations for their children as a social bond that is manifested in various
aspects, which is also manifested in the house that are loaded with the values of ecological wisdom..

3.2. House as a Culture Identity
Every city has typical and distinctive self-image because each possesses history and root of different

cultures. Likewise with Kudus in Central Java. Besides known as "Kota Kretek", it is also popular with the nam¢
of "Kota Gebyok", which is well-known with its unique and aesthetic sculpture. “Gebyok” is a barrier Of
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p calligraphy artist who is widely acknowledged in Kudus. In
sing is also known as a Sun Ging sculptor. From the word of
. formed, which means to sculpt or to carve, and from that word, the place
where he lived, then. is called as Sungingan Village where He rests for good. (Mufid, 1985: Said. 2012: 31- 32).
Every Thursday and Friday, His grave are visited by numcrous pilgrims from different backgrounds; the
Javanese, the Chinesc and the surroundings as well.

Another version says that in the period Kyai Telingsing there was also a prominent Chinese crafisman
named Sun Ging An who assisted Kyai Telingsing in expanding the art of sculpture. His sculpture is
distinctively known and has its own character. The people calls it Sun Ging sculpture, which is acknowledged
with its subtlety and beauty, yet intricate as seen in a variety of carved ornaments in Kudus traditional house
(Suptandar, 2001, Said, 2012: 33).

Many of the apprentices of Kyai Telingsing did not only learn about Islamic sciences but also the sculpture
in Kudus. Kudus sculpture that flourished focused more on the shape of home ornaments that became known as
the traditional house of Kudus, utlike Jepara, in which the sculpture is tend to be more on meeting the needs of
households and equipment such as cabinets, tables, chairs, decorations, and the like. Therefore, Jepara is more
popular with the name of City of Carving, due to its more manifold products and the widely spread of carving
culture.

Nevertheless, Kudus sculpture with its flagship product; Kudus traditional house, has a di§tif1ctive feature
for the actualization of art as a medium for carving is more to the symbo} of the' residents, S0 it is mot just for
commercial purposes, as happened in Jepara. It serves as a unique and philosophic place for living in to dwell
concept which represents the character of the residents (Soekotjo, et al. [Eds.], 200: 2 f;tl; S;ld, 2012: 34). |

' t, in its history, Kudus traditional house cannot be separa‘fe om the owners’ expression
of colx:sz?gul;z:; ldt(;h;lclualize idea?,/ perspectives and way of life, elspeciall'y in Kudus Kulon '(W'est I:;ldus)_
Around the 18th century, Kudus traditional house made 1_ts heydal_y, in the midst of.Dutch cog)_@zatllolxll. ml())s:
every parts of houses was filled with unique and enchanting carvings. However, a simpler traditional house, bu
lack on the obtrusive carving had emerged around the 16th century. |

The construction is made completely in knock down. sy§tem, to enabl'e the orgar:llent c;i :ﬁCh part worked in
detail and full of complexity, as well as allowing the possibility for relocation can be one’ y. _ N

The ownership of various types of traditional house is in tl}e ?ccordanci_ to tht? clwlwn;rhls ZEZI::;Z t;t:t;;s‘; 1 0(;
more prominent the ornament is, the more value it has, both artistically a_nd inancially. This - the level of
: econ " development of the society at that time, or, at least, the residents. Th(_:refore, aan;n'lg lch p 5 ° of
Kud:sm Iziloiva,}c:g managed their business, used to actualf‘zc _tl?eirfsuccteif (bS); lczlwrzl(l)rigz tl;; )tr itional hous
‘,' marker of high dignity along with social generosity as the “spirit of santrl , : 39).
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Socially, the status of Kudus people were generally categorized as the coastal whose Ht‘n!tdnr’d. n)( ||v|‘n’g(m
much more economically advanced when compared to the nobility and gentry / employee (““’_h."‘ 2006: 29),
Sadly, in everyday life they received lack appreciation and respect from the community, partic ularly h'y the
Dutch. Livelihood as merchants was considered as low end yet not honored. Then, the PC‘(‘_I’k‘ f" "(“d“" Kulon,
whose majority were merchants, pulled off a counter culture through their royal house with fancy ornaments.
The hight of floor was terraced to suit the social strata as was done by a group of nobles. The wall around the
house were also made the same as the shape of a palace (Said, 2012; 40).

The resistance by people in Kudus Kulon against colonial domination in this case can bg rqgﬂurdcd as o
symbolic resistance, a non-violent resistance but by presenting a cultural sign that stores the signifier and the
signified (Barthes, 1967). The signifier is the material manifestation of the traditional hnusc.wnh a varicty Ql
unique ornaments, fancy carvings as well as by a high fence surrounding it like a palace. While the signified ix
the spirit of resistance that indigenous groups also have self-esteem and dignity that deserves (0 be taken into
account in dealing with colonial groups that actually had taken away the country 'S resources.

3.3. Parenting Pattern in House Construction

Home is the first and the main source of learning. T
environment they live is the book. At home, either the process of social
is intensively carried out that consequently forms a character (Soc'oed,
can be seen as a learning process experienced by someone (read: kids) to obtain knowledge, values and norms so
that he can participate as a member in a certain group of people (Goslin in Soc'oed, 1999: 30- 32).

he parents take the role as a teacher while the
ization in thinking, feeling and behaving,
1999: 30-32). Socialization, in this case,

The process of an individual becoming a social being can be influenced by many factors including: heredity
or nature and environment or nurture (Goslin in Soc'oed, 1999: 30-32). So, social interaction 18 an important
element in the socialization, through the family and parents at home or family as the main agent of socialization
for children character building in a family.

In consequence, conditioning the social and the physical environment is like two sides of a coin. Both
strengthen the resilience of a child character in the family and society. For this sake, it is interesting (o
understand the construction of Kudus traditional house as a cultural heritage which can be analyzed in the
perspective of parenting by identifying the various systems of meaning in every cultural sign laid behind the
ornament and spatial layout of the house. The keyword in character education is the need for a harmonious
relationship in the family, both physically and socially, since it serves as role model so that the process of
modeling in social education of the children always keeps on progressing.

To that extent, it can be understood that the harmonic structure of Kudus traditional house can be found in
the following:

3.3.1. Parenting and Consonant Relation to God

Regarding to the relation with God, it is clearly shown in the bottom of the traditional house which functions
as the base that sustains the whole building consisting of 5 traps on the ground as a symbol of Islam's vision; the
five pillars of Islam (Said, 2012: 39). In jogo satru (living room) there is a pole-called Soko Geder, which
functions as the roof prop and symbolize the Oneness of Allah (Tawheed). It also serves as a reminder, for both
men and women living in the house, to always puts faith and taqwa in Him, even it is joy or sorrow. In addition,
Soko Geder worth a sign of guidance of life; The Almighty, for the residents of the house. (Said, 2012: 59).

Here, the existence of five trap and Soko Geder provide a strong foundation in the vision of life in to dwell
concept. In moral education, Islamic value is strongly emphasized. In this case, the values of Tawheed
(symbolized by Soko Geder) and the five pillars of Islam which are symbolized by the five traps clearly become
the core values upheld by the residents.

Not merely to understand the essence of the pillars of Islam, but at the same time to carry them out in the
family, start from the implementation in house construction. The practice of carrying out the § pillars of Islam is
what the reviewers of residential culture theory refer to the 'cultural apprenticeship', which is a process of
learning by doing, applying Islam in a room in the family's life.

3.3.2. Parenting and Consonant Relation to Human
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The values of envi 8 :
The glu of environmental harmony in the attempt to form self ici
observed 1 the presence of “gedongan” sell-authenticit

, y and social relationshi
. e . (Jogan lebet); struc 8 i b 8 ila
(sokoguru). The four pillars symbolize how to beawclltn)l‘ ored person. fur oy soldly by 4 ar

Slves from "man ‘ ) annered person, for man an C
‘w’:\"‘"" A ’\" . ::u}'t\‘u p.n;mg perkoro” (four desires of the cause) namely; am‘:i”\:;?"llﬂn. wzo cufh ;Omml
mummainnah. dmarah is a desi hic ivas ‘ ' e Sujian,
el wactetuly ma\d\ :::;::(\:ll::::\ (ljlrwe: tpe;\'ple to act of evil, luamah always push peop£ to 7:::
XCESSIVEd, \ stucally. Sufiah urges people to li i i i i

B ity that makos e el y ¢ $ people to live a simple life with the spiri
;‘\:k.rm N o ‘:;enful\i‘f mta:tcrml as a medium for devotion and faith to the Almighty. It does not m;:ﬂcet tgi
‘ \ ‘ ife, but only a supporting achievement towards His way. Muthmainnah is the h
impulse toward peace of mind eve : only the

" \ pe ‘ n at a certain level material affairs are becomi 1 is
desire to "merge" with Him (Said, 2012: 60-61: Suptandar, 2001). 10g obsclete, fhece is only the

_ Meanwhile, the existence of pengeret umpang pitu in joglo symbolizes that the birth of human to the world
s not alone by himself, but along with kadang pitu (the Sibling Seven ); mar, marti, kakang kawah, adi ari-ari,
.&Wth (dload), puser *“‘d_ pancer sukma (spirit). Therefore, the family should be able to unite all of its member as
t“z‘:‘f“;‘;;‘ harmony which is mutually beneficial to the happiness of living in the world and the hereafter (Said,

‘ Pl‘\\f ceds, as a manifestation of personality represented by the residents is found in "Joglo Pencu", neat and
ace, mughty firm and graceful. It represents the role figure of the residents; (a) firm and principled, not easily
i‘n‘\““‘ b.‘: the current; (b) mighty, not easily subjugated by any group including the colonial, so that the dignity
is well-maintained, (¢) gracefull, in the sense of how the residents also pay attention to aesthetic values in
mteracting with others.

The values of firmness, strength / commitments and elegance as contained in the symbolic meaning of
Kudus traditional house are universal values that can be internalized as moral foundation for both women and
men. However, it requires the joint eftorts of husband, wife

and children in a family that later became a dignitied
family that led to the strengthening of the nation’s dignity.

3.3.3. Parenting and Consonant Relation to Nature

Harmonious relation with the nature in Kudus traditional house is representated through Pakiwan. Pakiwan
is a place to cleanse from all "dirt" both physically and spiritually in order to avoid any disruption of bqth,
physically and mentally. Hence, Pakiwan in Kudus traditional house is intended as a place of cleansing
ourselves of all evil, unjust, and other disorders that cause various illness.

Each person when entering the house should be in a state of purity from all dirt. Pakiwan is always placed

outside. in front of the left side of house, in line to the kitchen. It is attended to prevent any kind of disorder and
filth everytime the residents enter the house, through the process of "self-purification” beforehand.

Which belongs to pakiwan is well. bathroom, toilet and padasan (place for ablution). Well, showef and toilgt
are means for cleansing the physical dirt, while padasan and bathroom also serves as a means of clegmng the dirt
* off of the inward (hadats). Beside for the sake of personal hygiene, why the pak1w§n is alvs_/ays outside the horpc
" is a strategy to maintain the water hygiene, healthy, and free from any harmful virus (Said, 2012: 71-72; Said,
2011: 195-200).

Furthermore, pakiwan usually surrounded by trees which are deliberately planted. Interestingly, the each
plant implies the representation of vision and orientation of human life.

i S / > kiwan are:
Several vegetation that usually planted around pa ' ‘
1 Starfru&;t: give omen that a Muslim must always be committed to the 5 pillars of Islam. As known, '
starfruit has 5 ridges that symbolize the five pillars of Islam which must always be taken to ensure that people's
' lives prosperity. both in the world and hereafter. , _ o
2me:pr§tnc:: 't::e- symbolize that humen should not underestimate any action, and should remain in fglﬂ} that
after imrdshi comc: éaﬁc As croton tree is so easy to grow, even with just embed the brar_xches. But, if it 11§ not
- Watered, it wFi,ll die as i; n‘ccd% attention. If it grows well, the leaves will full of color and bring colorful yet living
 nuances around the house. _ I '
3. Andhong tree; derived from Javanese word, andhong-andhong, which means pxle,_nnd:cadtlngt.trlﬁsgse;
f_piled .foliagc It i the :wmbol of fortune, and the people need to always be responsive, creative and ophi
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. . idents in this world an
obtaining the fortune from Allah SWT. So, true happiness can be obtained by the resi d
hereafter.

. . : e, free from unlawful. A

4. Pandan Wangi; symbolize a halal (satisfying the requirements of Islam) forffl(’)'; worship thatbwill invit:
pandan wangi has plenty benefits, either halal fortune will sustain the behavio
abundant blessing to the people i

; ' . i te color and fragrance,

5. Jasmine; as a symbol of everlasting fragrance and purity. .Throtfgh its };:ur:lc\:;';l]l values and vi m%:) e o
jasmine is dedicated to inspire the traditional house residents to give prior to the a person with perfect good
daily life. So that, the residents are expected to avoid all the evil deeds and become a p

deeds (Said, 2012: 73-74). i i
, ires t
Some of the description above show that parenting, as a process of .chafact;tf :ldu;::llll:: thr:c;:pr:gw }:;
dimensions of conditioning and modeling or in the theory of character education 1S O :‘ kzowin the good. and
feeling and acting the good which play more dominant eoles rather than the aspect 0 g ’

Kudus traditional house has fully represented it all. o fine I8 Very prominasit in
Let alone, the moral values put forward in the process of social interaction in parenting YPp

. .. ; e harmonious
the construction of the traditional house. It can be observed through the importance Of thre b l"('ic_’ug
relationships in parenting that is in relationship with God, fellow human beings and the environment, lfn;?] uding
animals, plants and nature. If depicted in a chart, parenting in a Kudus traditional house can be seen as follows:

y Consonance
o toGod

Parenting
in Kudus
Tradition
al House

Consonance. \ 4 Consonance
" tonature ) tohuman

Fig. 1: Parenting Pattern in Kudus Traditional House
The chart above shows the harmonious relationship between the three main entities in life; God, human and
nature. The message is any individual who intends to establish a house should be ready to make the house as a
medium of parenting through the process of socialization and social interaction in the process of cultural
apprenticeship thereby a harmonious relationships in touch with God, man and nature are formed.

So, no wonder that in Javanese tradition, everytime held "slametan" or "bancakan" (Javanese feast) there is
always what is known as "tumpeng”, ie, yellow rice forms a sort of mound triangle in which each angle
described three entities built in harmony. Again, it also reflects the importance of harmony in relationship with
God, human and nature as the message of ethics and esthetics in Kudus traditional Javanese house, Central Java.

Therefore, ideal parenting needs to begin at home (family), and what RA Karitini (through her letters
compiled in the Out of Darkness to Light), as a reminder for the currentand the future generation:

"... Iam so grateful if you are willing to put concern on women education. It is not because we want to make
women turn into rivals for men in the struggle of life. We want to make women being more proficient in
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carrying out the great task

"(Letter to Prof. and Mys. GI\PE; ;f:n.bzc‘tl:);
What lies within RA K

Kudus traditional house, [f

gebyok carving is very pop

house where the Mother of

an area where there are a ny

Mother Nature
erd, 1902).

artini is a product ing i i

Yepara. Kal:'tini's hg;i)taor:,nntm.g In a family of Javanese traditional house as well ay

ularly belongs o o~ Wh,¥shwell-known as the city of carving, but spccll’léully

RA Kartin; Nya: Ngasir;h ;c sub‘seq'uentlyl became known as Kudus traditional

mber of the g » also buried in Kaliputy Graveyard Kudus, Central Jay
nal house, "

Women emancipation whj

in orde *come '
, r to become major educator for mankind!

4. Conclusion

From in-depth discussion above
of children could not be separated
for a means of s
could be done t

» it can be concluded that the occurrence of various violence and sexual abuse
10t be from the influence of social institutions that developed in various social unit
ocialization and healthy social interaction based on the values of ethics and esthetics, That effort
hrough the strengthening of social institutions in the family (home).

The house is the most familiar human environment in the domestic sphere since there are major cultural ideas
produced and reproduced to form a system of meaning. Hence, the existence of Kudus traditional house with its
omaments and spatial system, wrapped in a system of meaning on its existence reflects the moral values of life
which must be actualized and implemented. Then, to dwell in this case is as a cultural apprenticeship in building
harmonious dignified dwelling and parenting system with God, fellow human beings and nature.

Parenting system in Kudus traditional house is reflected in the meaning of spatial networks, ornaments and
spatial construction. Therefore, behind the physical existence of the traditional house lies the spirit of cultural
apprenticeship that can be used as an alternative reference of best practices in designing parenting pattern
through character education within the family at home.

Gender movement in Indonesia must have the distinction that is in harmony with the cultural wisdom of the
nation. Then, recognizing the wisdom of parenting in the construction of Kudus traditional house as the national
heritage becomes important to note by gender activists in Indonesia that gender movement is not excessively
taking into account to the cultural background of the archipelago..
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