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ABSTRACT 

Zulaikhah, Ismatul. 2023. “The Effectiveness of Using Word Connect-Fun Word 

Puzzle to Teach Vocabulary to the Eleventh-Grade Students of SMA Negeri 

1 Tayu Pati”. Skripsi. English Education Department, Teacher Training and 

Education Faculty, Universitas Muria Kudus. Advisors: 1) Dr. Diah 

Kurniati, S. Pd., M. Pd. 2) Dr. Sri Surachmi W., M. Pd 

 

Key Words: The Effectiveness, Word Connect Game, Vocabulary Mastery 

This study aimed to determine the significant difference between before and 

after being taught vocabulary to the eleventh-grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Tayu 

Pati using the Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzle. In this era, many EFL learners 

struggle to express their thoughts, feelings, and impressions. According to the 

experience of the researcher during the teaching practice at SMA Negeri 1 Tayu 

Pati, the researcher found that many of the students lack vocabulary mastery. They 

keep silent even when the teacher asks them to participate in class. Students be able 

to increase their vocabulary mastery by playing word games.  

Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzle (FWP) application platform is a teaching 

medium to teach vocabulary. FWP is a crossword puzzle application that groups 

letters to make English words. Besides that, the FWP application represented a 

teaching tool for the students in the XI-4 of SMA Negeri 1 Tayu Pati, as the 

objective of this research. 

The pre-experimental quantitative research method was used in the research 

design. The researcher determined the eleventh-grade students of SMA Negeri 1 

Tayu Pati as the population and took the sample by systematic sampling. The 

effectiveness of using the FWP application for teaching vocabulary was evaluated 

using a vocabulary test for students in one class. The test calculated including the 

three stages of pre-test, treatment, and post-test. 

Based on the results of the pre-test and post-test research, it was found that 

the t count of the vocabulary test was 12.522 as the effectiveness of teaching 

vocabulary with 35 degrees of freedom (df = 36-1 = 35), then the t table was 2.030 

with an average vocabulary pre-test was 61,78 and the post-test was 80,00. The 

student's skills of the eleventh-grade students at SMA Negeri 1 Tayu Pati after being 

taught by using Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzles were better than before. The 

students' skills before being taught to use Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzles were 

poor. 

Therefore, the researcher hoped this research could be used by the English 

teacher as one of the techniques to enrich references about teaching vocabulary to 

eleventh-grade students. 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Zulaikhah, Ismatul. 2023. “Efektivitas Penggunaan Word Connect-Fun Word 

Puzzle untuk Mengajar Kosakata pada Siswa Kelas XI SMA Negeri 1 Tayu 

Pati”. Skripsi. Jurusan Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, Fakultas Keguruan dan 

Ilmu Pendidikan, Universitas Muria Kudus. Pembimbing: 1) Dr. Diah 

Kurniati, S.Pd., M.Pd. 2) Dr. Sri Surachmi W., M.Pd 

 

Kata Kunci: Keefektifan, Word Connect Game, Penguasaan Kosa Kata 

 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui perbedaan yang signifikan antara 

sebelum dan sesudah diajarkan kosakata pada siswa kelas sebelas SMA Negeri 1 

Tayu Pati dengan menggunakan Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzle. Di era ini, banyak 

pembelajar EFL berjuang untuk mengekspresikan pikiran, perasaan, dan kesan 

mereka. Menurut pengalaman peneliti selama praktik mengajar di SMA Negeri 1 

Tayu Pati, peneliti menemukan banyak siswa yang kurang menguasai kosa kata. 

Mereka tetap diam bahkan ketika guru meminta mereka untuk berpartisipasi di 

kelas. Siswa dapat meningkatkan penguasaan kosa kata mereka dengan bermain 

permainan kata. 

Platform aplikasi Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzle (FWP) adalah media 

pengajaran untuk mengajarkan kosa kata. FWP adalah aplikasi teka-teki silang yang 

mengelompokkan huruf menjadi kata-kata bahasa Inggris. Selain itu, aplikasi FWP 

merupakan sarana pengajaran bagi siswa kelas sebelas SMA Negeri 1 Tayu Pati, 

sebagai objek penelitian. 

Metode penelitian kuantitatif pra eksperimen digunakan dalam desain 

penelitian. Peneliti akan menentukan siswa kelas XI SMA Negeri 1 Tayu Pati 

sebagai populasi dan pengambilan sampel secara secara sistematik dengan acakan. 

Keefektifan penggunaan aplikasi FWP untuk pengajaran kosa kata dievaluasi 

menggunakan tes kosa kata untuk siswa dalam satu kelas. Tes dihitung meliputi tiga 

tahap pre-test, treatment, dan post-test. 

Berdasarkan hasil penelitian pre-test dan post-test, ditemukan bahwa t 

hitung tes kosa kata adalah 12.52 sebagai efektivitas pengajaran kosa kata dengan 

35 derajat kebebasan (df = 36-1 = 35), maka t tabel adalah 2.030 dengan rata-rata 

pre-test kosa kata adalah 61,78 dan post-test adalah 80,00. Keterampilan siswa 

kelas XI SMA Negeri 1 Tayu Pati setelah diajar menggunakan Word Connect-Fun 

Word Puzzles menjadi lebih baik dari sebelumnya. Keterampilan siswa sebelum 

diajari menggunakan Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzles buruk. 

Oleh karena itu, peneliti berharap penelitian ini dapat digunakan oleh guru 

bahasa Inggris sebagai salah satu teknik untuk memperkaya referensi tentang 

pengajaran kosa kata pada siswa kelas sebelas. 

  



 

xi 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 

COVER ................................................................................................................... i 

LOGO ..................................................................................................................... ii 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION ............................................................................ iv 

ADVISOR’S APPROVAL ................................................................................... v 

EXAMINER’S APPROVAL ............................................................................... vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .................................................................................. vii 

ABSTRACT .......................................................................................................... ix 

ABSTRAK ............................................................................................................. x 

TABLE OF CONTENT ....................................................................................... xi 

LIST OF TABLES ............................................................................................. xiii 

LIST OF FIGURES ........................................................................................... xiv 

LIST OF APPENDICES .................................................................................... xv 

CHAPTER I ........................................................................................................... 1 

INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................. 1 

1.1 Background of the Research ............................................................................. 1 

1.2 Statement of the Problems ................................................................................. 2 

1.3 Objective of the Research .................................................................................. 2 

1.4 Significance of the Research .............................................................................. 3 

1.5 Scope of the Research ........................................................................................ 3 

1.6 Operational Definition ....................................................................................... 4 

CHAPTER II ......................................................................................................... 5 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE .......................................................... 5 

2.1 Relevant Theories ............................................................................................... 5 

2.2  Review of Previous Research........................................................................... 14 

2.3  Theoretical Framework ................................................................................... 16 

2.4 Research Hypothesis ........................................................................................ 16 

CHAPTER III ..................................................................................................... 17 

METHOD OF THE RESEARCH ..................................................................... 17 

3.1 Design of the Research ..................................................................................... 17 

3.2 Population and Sample .................................................................................... 18 



 

xii 

 

3.3 Instrument of the Research ............................................................................. 18 

3.4 Data Collection ................................................................................................. 21 

3.5 Data Analysis .................................................................................................... 22 

CHAPTER IV ...................................................................................................... 25 

FINDINGS OF THE RESEARCH .................................................................... 25 

4.1  The Vocabulary Teaching to the Eleventh-Grade Students of SMA Negeri 1 

Tayu Pati Before being Taught by Using Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzles ........... 25 

4.2 The Vocabulary Teaching to the Eleventh-Grade Students of SMA Negeri 1 

Tayu Pati After being Taught by Using Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzles ............. 27 

4.3 The mean of the vocabulary pre-test and post-test of the XI-4 eleventh-grade 

students of SMA Negeri 1 Tayu Pati ............................................................................. 29 

4.4 Paired t-Test Score of the XI-4 students of SMA Negeri 1 Tayu Pati ......... 29 

4.5  Hypothesis Testing ........................................................................................... 32 

CHAPTER V ....................................................................................................... 34 

DISCUSSION ...................................................................................................... 34 

5.1 The teaching vocabulary to the eleventh-grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Tayu 

Pati before being taught by using Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzles ....................... 34 

5.2 The teaching vocabulary to the eleventh-grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Tayu 

Pati after being taught by using Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzles .......................... 36 

5.3 The significant difference in the teaching vocabulary to the eleventh-grade 

students of SMA Negeri 1 Tayu Pati before and after being taught by using Word 

Connect-Fun Word Puzzles............................................................................................ 37 

CHAPTER VI ...................................................................................................... 41 

CONCLUSSION AND SUGGESTION ............................................................ 41 

6.1 Conclusion ................................................................................................................. 41 

6.2 Suggestion .................................................................................................................. 41 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................... 42 

 

  



 

xiii 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 3.1 The Illustration of 1 Group Pre-Test and Post-Test Design ......... 17 

Table 3.2 The Illustration of Matching Vocabulary Test Item  .................... 19 

Table 3.3 The Illustration of Multiple-Choice Test Item  .............................. 19 

Table 3.4 Criteria of Reliability  ...................................................................... 20 

Table 4.1 The Eleventh-Grade Students' Score of Vocabulary Test of SMA 

Negeri 1 Tayu Before Being Taught by Using Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzles

 .............................................................................................................................  25 

Table 4.2 The Eleventh-Grade Students' Score of Vocabulary Test of SMA Negeri 1 

Tayu After Being Taught by Using Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzles ....................  27 

Table 4.3 The Pre-test and Post-test scores from the Eleventh-Grade 

Students of SMA Negeri 1 Tayu  .....................................................................  29 

Table 4.4 Criteria of Students Scoring Rubric ...............................................  30 

Table 4.5 The Result of Vocabulary Test Before and After Being Taught by 

Using Word Connect-Fun Word Puzzles Game  ............................................  30 

 

 

  



 

xiv 

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Figure 2.1 Main Menu of Game .................................................................................. 8 

Figure 2.2 Display Game While Playing ................................................................... 9 

Figure 2.3 Display Game After Playing .................................................................. 10 

Figure 2.4 The Views of Words’ Book .................................................................... 11 

Figure 2.5 Theoretical Framework of Study  ................................................... 16 

 

  



 

xv 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

Appendix 1. Lesson Plan .................................................................................... 45 

Appendix 2. Pre-test Draft Questions ...................................................................... 61 

Appendix 3. Post-test Draft Questions .................................................................... 65 

Appendix 4. Documentation  .............................................................................. 70 

Appendix 5. Statement  ....................................................................................... 71 

Appendix 6. Surat Keterangan Selesai Bimbingan  ......................................... 72 

Appendix 7. Surat Izin Penelitian  ...................................................................  73 

Appendix 8. Guidance Card  ............................................................................  75 

Appendix 9. Surat Permohonan Ujian Skripsi  ..............................................  78 

Curriculum Vitae ................................................................................................ 79 

 


