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ABSTRACT 

Sholikah, Ernis. 2018. The Correlation between the Higher Order Thinking Skills 
(HOTS) and the English Achievement of the Eleventh Grade students of 
SMA N 2 Kudus in Academic year 2017/2018. Skripsi. English Education 
Department, Teacher Training and Education Faculty, Muria Kudus 
University. Advisors (i) Drs. Suprihadi, M.Pd., (ii) Nuraeningsih, S.Pd., 
M.Pd. 

Key words: HOTS, students’ engagement, English achievement 

Higher order thinking skills (HOTS) is the new concept of thinking in 
curriculum 2013 based on Bloom’s taxonomy; analyzing, evaluating and creating. It 
focuses on student-centered learning. In this case, it refers to the students’ 
engagement that also gives them the authority to decide their own way to reach their 
achievement especially in learning English, while the teacher will facilitate them in 
teaching and learning process.  

This research aimed to find out the correlation between HOTS and the 
English achievement of the eleventh grade students of SMA N 2 Kudus in academic 
year 2017/2018.  

The design of this research is a correlation research in term of quantitative 
research, non-experimental. The number of sample is 44 students which are taken by 
using the technique of purposive sampling. Related to the instruments of this 
research, the researcher uses the questionnaire to know the level of students’ 
engagement in applying HOTS and the documentation to know the students’ English 
achievement. 

The result of this research shows that the students’ engagement in applying 
HOTS is categorized as high engagement with the mean score 3.37 and 79.59 as the 
mean score of English achievement. In summary, based on the calculation of 
correlation coefficient by using Pearson-product moment formula, the result of rxy is 
0.697 that showed high correlation. Meanwhile, in degree of freedom 42 and level of 
significance 0.05 (one-tailed), the critical value (rt) is 0.251. Then, it is found that rxy 

> rt, where 0.679 > 0.251. It means that Ha (research hypothesis) is accepted.  

In conclusion, there is a significant correlation between the higher order 
thinking skills (HOTS) and the English achievement of the eleventh grade students 
of SMA N 2 Kudus in academic year 2017/2018. Moreover, the researcher suggests 
the teacher to facilitate the students by conducting HOTS in teaching and learning 
activity to take more students’ engagement in English learning, and for the students 
have to take more interest related to their engagement in applying HOTS to get a 
better result in English learning. 
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ABSTRAK 

Sholikah, Ernis. 2018. Korelasi antara Kemampuan Berpikir Tingkat Tinggi 
(HOTS)dan Prestasi Bahasa Inggris Siswa Kelas XI SMA N 2 Kudus 
Tahun Ajaran 2017/2018. Skripsi. Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, Fakultas 
Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan, Universitas Muria Kudus. Pembimbing 
(i) Drs. Suprihadi, M.Pd., (ii) Nuraeningsih, S.Pd., M.Pd.  

Kata kunci: penerapan HOTS, keterlibatan siswa, prestasi Bahasa Inggris 

Kemampuan berpikir tingkat tinggi (HOTS) adalah konsep berpikir yang baru 
dalam kurikulum 2013 berdasarkan taksonomi Bloom; menganalisa, mengevaluasi 
dan menciptakan. HOTS terfokus pada pembelajaran yang berpusat pada siswa. 
Dalam kasus ini, hal tersebut merujuk pada keterlibatan siswa yang kemudian juga 
memberikan otoritas pada siswa untuk menentukan cara belajar mereka sendiri untuk 
meraih prestasi yang baik terutama dalam pembelajaran Bahasa Inggris, sementara 
guru akan memfasilitasi siswa dalam kegiatan belajar dan mengajar. 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mencari apakah terdapat hubungan yang 
signifikan antara HOTS dengan prestasi Bahasa Inggris siswa kelas XI SMA N 2 
Kudus tahun ajaran 2017/2018. 

Desain penelitian ini adalah penelitian korelasi yang termasuk dalam 
penelitian kuantitatif non- eksperimental. Jumlah sampel adalah 44 siswa yang 
diambil dengan menggunakan teknik purposive sampling. Sehubungan dengan 
instrumen penelitian, peneliti menggunakan kuesioner / angket untuk mengetahui 
tingkat keterlibatan siswa dalam penerapan HOTS dan dokumentasi untuk 
mengetahui prestasi Bahasa Inggris siswa. 

Hasil dari penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa keterlibatan siswa dalam 
menerapkan HOTS dikategorikan sebagai tingkat keterlibatan yang tinggi dengan 
nilai rata-rata 3.37 dan 79.59 sebagai nilai rata-rata dari prestasi Bahasa Inggris 
siswa. Singkatnya, berdasarkan perhitungan koefisien korelasi menggunakan 
Pearson-product moment formula, diketahu hasil dari rxy adalah 0.697 yang 
menunjukkan tingkat korelasi yang tinggi. Sementara itu, dengan derajat kebebasan 
42 dan level signifikasi 0.05 (one-tailed), nilai r table (rt) adalah 0.251. Kemudian, 
telah ditemukan bahwa nilai rxy > rt dimana 0.697 > 0.251. Hal in berarti bahwa Ha 
(hipotesis penelitian) diterima.  

Kesimpulannya, terdapat korelasi yang signifikan antara kemampuan berpikir 
tingkat tinggi (HOTS) dan prestasi Bahasa Inggris siswa kelas XI SMA N 2 Kudus 
tahun ajaran 2017/2018. Selain itu, peneliti menyarankan guru untuk memfasilitasi 
siswa dengan melaksanakan HOTS dalam melaksanakan kegiatan belajar mengajar 
untuk mendapatkan keterlibatan lebih dari siwa dalam belajar Bahasa Inggris, dan 
untuk siswa harus menaruh perhatian lebih terkait dengan keterlibatannya dalam 
menerapkan HOTS untuk mendapatkan hasil yang lebih baik dalam belajar Bahasa 
Inggris.  



 

xi 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

COVER ..................................................................................................................... i 

LOGO ....................................................................................................................... ii 

TITLE ....................................................................................................................... iii 

MOTTO AND DEDICATION ................................................................................. iv 

ADVISORS’ APPROVAL ....................................................................................... v 

EXAMINERS’ APPROVAL .................................................................................... vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ........................................................................................ vii 

ABSTRACT .............................................................................................................. ix 

ABSTRAK ................................................................................................................ x 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .......................................................................................... xi 

LIST OF FIGURES .................................................................................................. xiii 

LIST OF TABLES .................................................................................................... xiv 

LIST OF APPENDICES ........................................................................................... xv 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ........................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Research ............................................................................ 1 

1.2 Statement of the Problem ................................................................................. 3 

1.3 Objective of the Research ................................................................................ 3 

1.4 Significance of the Research ............................................................................ 3 

1.5 Scope of the Research ...................................................................................... 4 

1.6 Operational Definition ..................................................................................... 4 

CHAPTER II REVIEW TO RELATED LITERATURE ................................... 6 

2.1 HOTS in Curriculum 2013 ............................................................................... 6 

2.2 HOTS in English teaching and learning .......................................................... 8 

2.3 The Correlation between HOTS and the Students’ English  

Achievement .................................................................................................... 10 

2.4 Review of Previous Research .......................................................................... 11 

2.5 Theoretical Framework .................................................................................... 12 

2.6 Hypothesis ........................................................................................................ 12 

 

 



 

xii 
 

CHAPTER III METHOD OF THE RESEARCH ............................................... 13 

3.1 Design of the Research .................................................................................... 13 

3.2 Population and Sample .................................................................................... 13 

3.3 Instrument of the Research .............................................................................. 14 

3.4 Data Collection ................................................................................................ 16 

3.5 Data Analysis ................................................................................................... 16 

CHAPTER IV FINDING OF THE RESEARCH ................................................ 19 

4.1 Correlation between HOTS and the English achievement of the Eleventh 

Grade Students of SMA N 2 Kudus in Academic Year 2017/2018 ................ 19 

4.1.1 The Questionnaire Score of HOTS in the Eleventh Grade of 

SMA N 2 Kudus in Academic Year 2017/2018 ............................... 19 

4.1.2 The English Achievement of the Eleventh Grade Students of 

SMA N 2 Kudus in Academic Year 2017/2018  .............................. 20 

4.2 Hypothesis Testing ........................................................................................... 24 

CHAPTER V DISCUSSION .................................................................................. 25 

CHAPTER VI CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ........................................ 28 

6.1 Conclusion ....................................................................................................... 28 

6.2 Suggestion ........................................................................................................ 28 

REFERENCES ........................................................................................................ 30 

APPENDICES ......................................................................................................... 32 

  



 

xiii 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figures 

2.1 The Bloom’s Taxonomy of Cognitive Domain ..................................................  6 

2.2 Diagram of Teaching and Learning Using HOTS ..............................................  9 

  



 

xiv 
 

LIST OF TABLES 

Tables 

2.1 Frangenheim’s (2006) Thinking Skills Framework ............................................  7 

3.1 The Population of the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA N 2 Kudus in  
 Academic Year 2017/2018..................................................................................  14 

3.2 Indicators of Students’ Engagement in Implementing HOTS ............................  15 

3.3 The Questionnaire Scoring..................................................................................  15 

3.4 The Category of the Students’ Engagement .......................................................  17 

3.5 Table of Coefficient Correlation (rt) ...................................................................  17 

4.1 The Questionnaire Score of HOTS in the Eleventh Grade of SMA N 2 Kudus 
in Academic Year 2017/2018 .............................................................................  19 

4.2 The English Achievement of the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA N 2 
Kudus in Academic Year 2017/2018 ..................................................................  20 

4.3 The Calculation of the Correlation between HOTS and the Students’ English 
Achievement .......................................................................................................  21 

  



 

xv 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

Appendix 

Appendix 1   Questionnaire Sheet for Students in Bahasa ....................................... 1 

Appendix 2   Questionnaire Sheet for Students in English ....................................... 3 

Appendix 3   The Analysis of the Questionnaire Score ............................................ 5 

Appendix 4   Table of Critical Value ........................................................................ 8 

Appendix 5   Examples of Students’ Questionnaire ................................................. 9 

Appendix 6   Documentation .................................................................................... 18 

Appendix 7   Surat Keputusan Judul Skripsi ............................................................ 19 

Appendix 8   Keterangan Selesai Bimbingan Skripsi ............................................... 20 

Appendix 9   Permohonan Izin Penelitian ................................................................ 21 

Appendix 10  Surat Rekomendasi BP2MK Wilayah II ............................................ 22 

Appendix 11 Surat Keterangan Penelitian ................................................................ 23 

Appendix 12 Permohonan Ujian Skripsi .................................................................. 24 

Appendix 13 Kartu Bimbingan Skripsi ..................................................................... 25 

Appendix 14 Statement ............................................................................................. 26 

Appendix 15 Curriculum Vitae ................................................................................. 27 

 

 

 


